

















Unlike the others, he read
from a script, fumbling his
words at times. It seemed to
me that he was unable to
interact with his audience.

| took the opportunity to take
some snaps. This certainly
was one for the album.

When his time was up, on
stormed Robin Page. He
quickly sank his fangs into
Mark Avery, accusing him of
distorting some of the facts
and deliberately forgetting to
mention others. He rubbished
the contribution that scientists
have made to improving
biodiversity and stated that if
only people would listen
more to born and bred
country people like himself,
there could be a no-nonsense
approach to managing
agriculture and wildlife. It was
obvious to onlookers that he
and Mark Avery were old
adversaries. It was water off
a duck’s back to Mark, who
had obviously heard it all
before.

With this part of the debate
over, they were then allowed
to discuss matters between
themselves. With Robin’s
good humoured but
aggressive nature towards

“Robin Page rubbished
the contribution that
scientists have made to
Improving biodiversity
and stated that if only
people would listen
more to born and bred
country people like
himself, there could be a
no-nonsense approach
to managing agriculture
and wildlife.”
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Mark, coupled with Jake's
reluctance to get involved,
we were sadly not going to
learn much about raptors and
their role in the countryside.
Robin criticised the erstwhile
plan to reintroduce white
tailed eagles to East Anglia, a
scheme that Mark had been
involved with a couple of
years ago. Mark stated that
his one regret about the
whole project was that he
lost his nerve and cancelled it
when faced with fierce
opposition from the game
shooting lobby. He pointed
out that a healthy population
consisting of a variety of
raptors, would not send the
population of other species
plummeting but would
complement them instead.

Jake told of the buzzards he
saw regularly on the
Raveningham Estate where
he is now manager, and also
boasted of the good
population of hedgehogs to
be found there. He also cast
doubt on the success of Hope
Farm and claimed that the
yields were not sustainable.
When it was pointed out to
him by Mark that the results
had proved good for the past
ten years, he became flustered. >>>
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