











Hare Preservation Trust

A few months later, in June 2015, the
Hare Preservation Trust bravely came out
in support of our Alston campaign. They
put their money where their mouth is by
donating a substantial sum towards
sabbing the festival. Needless to say,
they were immediately subjected to
online threats and abuse from hunters.
They stuck with us, though, and have
continued to provide practical and
financial help throughout our campaign.

Leveret Hunters Rumbled

the next turn of the screw. Just six
weeks before Alston was due to start,
they discovered that the Christ Church &
Farley Hill Beagles had organised a week
of leveret hunting in Northumberland.
Sabs gathered in the area and promptly
sent the student hunters scurrying back
to Oxford on the second day of their
‘week.' Although unconnected to
Alston, news of our action must have
got back to Beckett and co. The
message was clear: we will stop you
hunting hares in Northumberland.

I
" Indeed, it was the HPT who provided
|

With the leveret week abandoned, sabs
spent a useful few days intelligence
gathering in and around Alston. An
Oscar-worthy bit of acting even allowed
us a flick through the Alston House
Hotel's bookings log - there was no sign
of the big dinner that is the traditional
centrepiece of the week.

response from locals anxious to grass up
the hunt: all the information received

“As with last suggested that Alston ‘15 would not be !
going ahead. We were also pleased to
year, we had receive intelligence on big changes at
y the W&TV Beagles: new masters (Angus
a fanta StIC Thompson, Mike Richardson), a new
Secretary (Sarah-Jane Stoker) and even. a
response frOm new Huntsman (Gary Wingar). Hopefully
’ this lot will realise that continuing the
|Oca |S anxious festival will only bring them grief.
1o grass up

They Lie, Hares Die
th e h u nt: a ” the The leaflet, and our press operation,

: _l: . resulted in several articles appearing in
In Ormat|on local papers, deliberately generating
. exactly the kind of publicity the hunters
rece!ved try to avoid. When pressed by the

Cumberland Herald to justify Alston

Su g geSted that Hare Week, a hunt spokeswoman stated
Alston '15 would St s e i

preserve old hunting songs! This

: ludicrous claim surely wins the HSA's
nOt be gO| n g hotly-contested Crap Excuses for
3 head ‘ " Hunting Award 2015.

By the beginning of October
the HSA was increasingly
confident that the festival
would not be going ahead.
However, as a precaution,
many groups remained on
standby while dedicated
local sabs patrolled all
known meets and made
régular visits to the W&TV
kennels. Absolutely no
hunt activity was found
and, by the end of October, we
could confidently say that we had won:
Alston Hare Week 2015 had not gone
ahead!

Upping the Ante

Also in September a

special leaflet - appealing
for information on the
festival - was produced

and distributed to every
house in Alston. As with
last year, we had a fantastic

Alston Hare Week 2016...7

This was yet another great victory for
the HSA - the only organisation with the
expertise, commitment and ambition to
stop an event like Alston Hare Week.
Since we dismantled the Northumberland
Beagling Festival in the late 80s/early
90s, Alston had quietly become the
biggest event in the beagling calendar.
For it to not go ahead - for the first time
in over thirty years - is a crushing blow
to the hare hunters.

We've left Alston Hare Week in tatters
for two years running; our challenge
now is to permanently consign it to the
dustbin of history.



Go back two years and the hunts of Scotland were free to break the law with no one to
challenge them; but a lot has changed over the last two years with the rise of the Scottish
Hunt Sabs.

With five active groups
now operating across
Scotland, the hunts have
never had such a tough
time of things.

Long gone are the days when
they could quietly go off into
the countryside and kill for
fun, unchallenged.

The rise of Perthshire,
Grampian, Glasgow, Fife and
Central Scotland and Dundee
Hunt Sabs has changed the
hunting landscape forever.

With sabs showing that they
will oppose and stop the
illegal killing of our wildlife,
the hunts have had to run to

the police to get protection
and, sadly, the police in
Scotland have decided to
protect their masters and
show not just bias, but
willingness, to threaten,
harass and even arrest sabs
for things that they have
previously told sabs it is okay
to do.

The law in Scotland states
that hunts can use a pack of
hounds to flush a fox to
waiting guns, but we can't
count the number of
occasions where no guns
have been seen or where the
guns have been in completely
the wrong place. Luckily, we
have the right to roam and go
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West Midlands Huﬁ_'i':"Sabs are behind the “Prosecute t

A successful campaign over the summer
to get two Police Information Notices
(PINs) overturned that had been issued to
two saboteurs resulted in an apology
from Leicestershire Police, who said the
harassment notices should never have
been issued in the first place. We were a
bit shocked then when one of the same
saboteurs was issued with a second PIN,
again based purely on false allegations.

“During the
cubbing season one
of the Atherstone
hunt stewards was
filmed joking about
with a dead
Canadian goose
and even simulating
sex with it.”

A formal complaint has been made to
Leicestershire Police as we continue to
fight to get this second PIN overturned.
During the cubbing season one of the
Atherstone hunt stewards was filmed
joking about with a dead Canadian
goose and even simulating sex with it.

This made it into several of the national
newspapers. The hunt were forced to
issue a statement where they denied that
this person was anything to do with the
hunt and that he wouldn't be welcome
to attend any of their events in the
future. Not a very clever move as photos
and video footage showed him to have
been one of the more regular riders last
season even acting as Whipper-In at
times. He was also later allowed back out
in a balaclava in the hope that he
wouldn't be recognised.

Zé_-‘_?\therstone Hunt” campaign
~ gathering incriminating evidence against both the hunt and Police acting illegally

After these stewards were banned from
the hunt, the Atherstone had to call

in help from outside which resulted

in nine masked men coming and
assaulting three female sabs as well

as using sexually derogatory language.
This incident is currently being
investigated by Leicestershire Police.
One of the stewards, Shaun Stacey,
ended up in a fight with an Atherstone
hunt supporter and hasn't been back
since. The other stewards regularly
assault the female saboteurs and have
even stolen their property.

Whilst in a wood that is access land
(right to roam) and used a lot by dog
walkers, the hounds ended up chasing a
dog walker's dog. Despite being
obviously distressed and upset by this
incident the hunt blocked the man from
looking for his dog, refused to tell him
which hunt they were and ended up
being very rude to him, finding the
whole incident funny. Saboteurs offered
to help him find his dog which was
eventually found by a local farmer.

The hounds are regularly out of control,
often on busy main roads and are more
like a pack of wild dogs. After huntsman
Stuart Barton lost control of the hounds
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Please write cards or letters to the following prisoners. Even if you just send a card with a brief message, receiving a
message of support from the outside world can make a huge difference to the prisoner. Remember all correspondence
is read by prison staff. Also don’t expect a reply as there is a limit to the number of letters each prisoner can write.

UK Prisoners

Debbie Vincent #A5819DE

HMP Send, Ripley road, Woking, GU23 7LJ

Debbie was sentenced to 6 years in prison followed by a 5 year
ASBO for allegedly conspiring to blackmail people connected to
HLS. The prosecution did not claim that Debbie carried out the
blackmail, merely that she must have known about it. Debbie
was further sentenced to 1 year in prison, to run concurrently
with her previous sentence, for ‘interfering with a contractual
relationship,’ again in relation to ‘animal testing companies."
Debbie welcomes letters, but please remember that all
correspondence can be read by prison staff.

Debbie's birthday is 12 January

Overseas Prisoners

Walter Edmund Bond, 37096-013

USP Marion CMU, PO Box 1000, Marion IL 62959, USA
Walter Bond is serving a total of 12 years for his actions as the
ALF Lone Wolf. www.SupportWalter.org

Birthday:16th April

Kevin Johnson #47353-424

MCC Chicago, Metropolitan Correctional Center, 71 West Van
Buren Street, Chicago, IL 60605 USA.

Kevin Johnson (Kevin Olliff) was arrested in August 2013 in rural
Illinois on charges of "possession of burglary tools.” In January
2014, Kevin was sentenced to 2 1/2 years in prison.

Marius Jacob Mason (formerly Marie Jeanette Mason,
04672-061)

FMC Carswell, Federal Medical Center, PO. Box 27137, Fort
Worth, TX 76127, USA.

Marius was sentenced on 5th February 2009 to an outrageous
21 years and 10 months imprisonment for ELF/ALF actions.
www.facebook.com/supportmariusmason/ and
http://supportmariusmason.org, In July 2014, Marius announced
that he would no longer be using the name Marie, and will be
using male pronouns. Until his name is legally changed, mail sent
to Marius in prison will need to be addressed to “Marie Mason. "

Rebecca Rubin #98290-011

FCI Dublin, 5701 8th Street - Camp Parks, Dublin, CA 94568,
USA

In January 2014, Rebecca was sentenced to five years in prison
after pleading guilty to arson, attempted arson and conspiracy
charges.

Justin Solondz #98291-011

FCI| Loretto, Federal Correctional Institution, PO. Box 1000,
Loretto, PA 15940, USA

In March 2012, Justin was sentenced to seven years in prison for
arson and conspiracy charges related to actions in the U.S.
claimed by the ELF/ALF.

www.supportjustin.org

Birthday:3rd October

Brian Vaillancourt #M42889

Danville Correctional Center, 3820 East Main Street, Danville, IL
61834, USA

In February 2014, Brian was sentenced to nine years in prison for
a McDonald's arson.
















