






























































GAME BIRD REARING

FACTORY FARMING IN THIE NAME OF SPORT

If you think ‘gamebird’
shooting forms part of a
rural idyll, with shooters
(or ‘guns’ as they are
known) venturing into the
countryside to grab a
pheasant for the pot, you
are much mistaken.

Approximately 35 million
pheasants and partridges are
released every single year to
be shot, according to the
British Association for
Shooting and Conservation
(BASC). Despite being a
common sight in the
countryside of the UK,
neither the common
pheasant nor the red-legged
partridge are native birds,
with pheasants originating
from Asia and the red-
legged partridge from
southwestern Europe.

When released, the pheasant
becomes the UK’s most
numerous ‘wild" bird with
their population eclipsing
that of the wren, who has
the next largest population

of an estimated 8.5 million
breeding pairs. The scale of
the cruelty inflicted by the
vast shooting industry (and it
is just that, an industry) is
hard to fully comprehend
and begins in the laying,
hatching and rearing
processes used to produce
such a huge number of
‘gamebirds’.

However, as opposed to
egg laying hens, there is

no minimum legal space
requirement for caged
pheasants and partridges.
Each cage typically houses
eight to ten females and one
male. Females often develop
wounds to their backs from
repetitive mating from the
males.

“The scale of the cruelty
inflicted by the vast
shooting industry is hard

to fully comprehend.”

Hundreds of thousands of
pheasants and partridges
spend their entire productive
lives in tiny, metal battery
cages not dissimilar to those
used for egg laying hens.

Stress from a life of
incarceration leads to feather
pecking, sores on the birds’
feet due to the wire mesh
flooring and ‘scalping’; a
term used by the industry to

describe the birds’ head
damage received by
repeatedly striking their
heads against the top of the
cage in futile attempts to
escape. The industry’s
answer to the problem of
stress-induced aggression
and feather-pecking is to
trim the birds’ beaks or to
put a 'bit" or a mask onto
the bird. These cruel devices
are fitted by driving a pin
through the nasal septum
and have already been made
illegal for use on poultry.

Devices known as ‘spectacles’
are also used which block
the forward vision of the
birds and are meant to deter
feather-pecking and
cannibalism.

Some pheasant chicks are
crammed into boxes and are
sold on to other rearing
farms at a day old. Others
are reared on site and are
sold off to shoots at 7 to 8
weeks old.






















