





























The area we searched was in a covert that we had observed

being hunted on many occasions. The terriermen would enter

at the middle of the covert,
about 10 minutes before the
hounds were put in at the lower
end. We entered at the same
point as the terriermen and
followed a well-trodden path
that led us straight to a clearing
that contained two brick
entrances. Next to each
entrance was a large block that,
if moved, would seal up the
entrance. Both entrances led to
a central living chamber. This
was an old-style artificial earth
(newer earths tend to be made
of plastic piping) and it was
clearly in use.

Caught on Camera

The decision was taken to install
cameras at the entrance to the
woods and over the earth. On
the hunting day around the

covert, the hunt followed the usual route and eventually foot
followers started to gather at the covert to the side; here

“One instance caught on
camera (photo left) shows
the hunt employee finding
one of the cubs dead; he

lifts the body out,

examines it, then swings

the lifeless cub into the

undergrowth.”

they would unpack sandwiches and drinks in their own small
groups and wait for the "main event."The terriermen duly

arrived and entered the covert
as expected and soon we could
hear the hunting horn as the
huntsman and hounds :
appeared. The field were placed
behind the covert ready to
pursue the huntsman and
hounds when permitted.

The cameras show the
terriermen entering the covert
with terriers, and then
positioning themselves at the
earth. A delay on the camera
misses the terrier going in,
which is done at the entrance
nearest the camera. The hounds
arrive and are seen moving past
the earth and then into cry as
they reach the fresh scent left
by the bolted fox. The external
camera on the road picks up
the fox leaving the covert with
the hounds, huntsman and field
in pursuit. Our legal advice was

that, because the huntsman was not on film actively
encouraging the hounds, a conviction was unlikely. >































































HSA TIP-OFF

HOTLINE

If you have any B
information on hunting,
shooting or animal
cruelty of any description
please ring our 100%
confidential hotline:

07443 148 426




