























FOX TRAP

Cage trap with dead chicken as bait

A fox trap was discovered during a joint end-
of-season hit on the Badsworth Hunt carried
out by several groups in the North and
North West. The trap was found in a small
copse and consisted of a heavy metal mesh
cage about 6 feet long, 3 feet wide and 3
feet high, inside of which was a dead chicken
suspended by a wire which in turn was
connected to a spring catch releasing the
heavy metal door, thus trapping the animal
(presumably a fox).

The question is what was to happen to
the fox afterwards? It would have been
trapped alive but for what purpose? All the
indications were that the trap was being used
by the hunt to catch foxes for that
‘rainy-day’ when they can’t find with
hounds. Strictly against their rules of course!

The sabs took some ‘direct action’ against
the trap by tipping it on end so no fox could
enter. Further action wasn’t possible due to
the proximity of pursuing hunters and
police.

Spring clip and wire to release door

MERSEYSIDE HSA AND THE
POLICE

The last three months have seen a
disturbingly peculiar difference in
attitude to hunters and sabs. from
local police, Over the Christmas
period several sabs, were arrested; Bill
Lamb, a member of the public who
joined the Boxing Day protest against
the Royal Rock Beagles has now
been charged with criminal damage
and Assault with Bodily Harm (ABH)
against the huntsman (alleged injuries
a cut lip and bruising to the ribs).
Two other sabs. have been charged
with ‘action likely' — they were
arrested walking down a public road.
The results of these cases will be
known by the end of May. On New
Year's Eve at the children’s meet of
the Royal Rock Beagles near
Bebington local sab. Paul Jones was
arrested for possession of an offen-
sive weapon; a half-brick that was
wedging a speaker on a loose shelf at
the back of his car. On 24 March, the
case came before Bebington

Magistrates and was thrown out with
costs being awarded to Paul. In the
morning police attempted to bribe
him into accepting a binding over
order in return for dropping charges,
when this was thrown back into their
faces, the two police prosecution
witnesses lied through their teeth.
They alleged he told them:

““A brick can stop a horse and rider.”

The Magistrates preferred to
believe defence witnesses not
connected with the HSA, tell the
court that the brick was merely
weighing down a rattling shelf that
was shaking the speakers of the tape
deck.

These alleged offences are some-
what trivial compared to the assaults
that have been launched on sabs. by
members of the Cheshire Beagles over
which police are still dragging their
feet.

The first serious incident occurred
at a joint meet of the Cheshire, Royal
Rock and the Irish Pack — the Gold-
burn Beagles at Tremerchion, near

Denbigh, Ciwyd on 29 January.
Police from St. Asaph were content
to sit back and refuse to act or take
statements from sabs. over numerous
incidents; the smashing of a hired van
windscreen, the smashing of a
Manchester sabs. glasses by a whip
handle whilst wearing them, two
sabs. were punched and kicked to the
ground by supporters of the Cheshire
Beagles and freelance photographers
threatened and jostled by the same
yobs. Although statements were later
taken by CID, police present on the
day refused to arrest a beagler who
boasted of smashing the windscreen.
The second more serious incident
occurred again at a joint meet of the
Cheshire and Royal Rock Beagles at
Haughton, near Tarporley, Cheshire
on 18 March. Again, although
perfectly civil, Nantwich police were
loathe to act after three serious
assaults on sabs. Mike Killian from
Manchester HSA whilst on his own
was kicked and punched to the
ground by a group of supporters until

rescued by fellow sabs,

In a separate incident, Chris Evans
of Bangor HSA was surrounded and
used as a football twice within half-
an-hour, receiving substantial bruis-
ing, losing a tooth and having several
loosened. At the same time Andy
Austin from Liverpool University
Group was attacked, a check-up at
the Royal Liverpool Hospital later in
the day revealed a triple fracture of
the jaw, He spent five days in
hospital, underwent a three-hour
operation and his jaw is now wired
up for six weeks. What was the police
reaction? Take a private prosecution
sonny! They took the attackers name
and address, and various statements
from sabs. and that was it. What has
happened to justice in these rural
police forces? It is to be hoped that
there will be police prosecutions
coming. This last assault was
probably one of the most serious in
the twenty years of HSA's existence.

D.P. Callender

UNION DEMAND

Brighton HSA members who are active in the
Brighton & Hove GMWU (General & Municipal
Workers Union) branch have managed to obtain a
national policy from the Union demanding the
abolition of the hunting and shooting of animals
for sport. They have also managed to get the
Unions executive to ban bloodsports over land
owned or controlled by the Union Pension fund.
All HSA members who are also trade-unionists
should try and do the same with their own trade-
union.

All one has to do is get their local union branch
to pass a Motion demanding the abolition of hunt-
ing and shooting of animals and asking that blood-
sports be banned from Union controlled land.
Once it has been passed by the branch, the resolu-
tion is passed to the regional secretary by the
branch secretary. He/she then contacts the Union
executive and asks them to adopt the resolution as
policy. If the trade-union is affiliated to the
Labour party, which has an anti-hunting policy,
the branch resolution can become Union policy
very quickly by this route. If the Union is not
affiliated to the Labour pariy it will be more
difficult and will probably have to be passed at the
Union Conference.

Badger Watching

There has been a lot written, and a
great deal more talking over the past
few years about badgers and bovine
tuberculosis but to many people still
little is known about this delightful
creature. In this short article I do not
wish to continue this sad saga, only to
state that the badger has taken the
brunt of the battle because of all the
carriers of the disease it is the badger
that is the easiest to catch and
control. For those people who are
interested and wish to learn more
about the private life of this nocturnal
animal the rewards are worth the
effort of going into the woods at
night.

Before one can start their studies
they have to know what to look for
and where, when and how to look for
the badger. It is also important to
know what to wear. Taking each
aspect in turn and putting it into field
practice will, I am sure, give many
hours of pleasure and a peace that has
to be experienced because it is far
beyond my limited powers of
expression.

The badger is widely distributed
throughout the British Isles with the
greatest densities in the south east,
south, and western areas of England.
Their sets are dug in a wide variety of
habitats, woodland, scrub and
hedgerows being the most common.
Other places include open hillsides,
rubbish dumps, natural caves or even
under buildings. They prefer good
cover with an abundant food source
nearby. Most woodland badgers live
within 50 metres of the edge of the
wood. The choice of site being either
in a bank or under the roots of trees.
They favour an area where there isa
change of strata with a softer and easy
to dig soil underlying a harder rock.
The harder rock supports the roof. In
the absence of such a site a situation
under the roots of trees is chosen.

The signs to look for are numerous,
from a few hairs caught on a strand of
barbed wire fence to the great mounds
of earth excavated in the building of
their sets. The entrance of the set is
roughly 20 cm high by 35 em wide,

this can be much larger if the set has
been dug in soft sandstone. The
mound of earth dug out by the badger
usually has hay or other bedding
material mixed in with it, (a fox never
has bedding in its earth). Close by the
entrance will be a number of dung pits
dug and left uncovered. Droppings are
fairly loose but depend a lot on what
has been eaten. Animal and plant
remains can sometimes be identified
in the more firm scats but the most

usual diet of earthworms leaves a
dropping that is muddy. Well worn
paths radiate from the set. It is
common for sets to have a number of
entrances, not all will be in use at the
same time but the signs of fresh
digging and the recently worn path
will indicate what entrances are in use.
Depending on the time of the year
there may be bedding out for an airing
or small piles of bedding dropped on
the paths to the set, this is particularly
noticeable during the spring months
when there are likely to be cubs
around.

_ Badgers can be seen out and about
throughout the year although they
may stay below ground for a day or
two in the worse days of winter. They
will venture out even in thick snow to
forage for food. Their trails can be
followed with ease at such times, but
winter is not the best of times to go
badger watching. Out in the woods on
a cold wet night in January is not the
most comfortable of pastimes, the
best time to watch is from April until
October.

The badger being a noctural animal
makes its appearance soon after
sunset, although in the more remote
areas they are sometimes abroad in
the daylight hours often laying out
and sunning themselves just as foxes
do. When going to watch badgers it is
advisable to arrive at the set about
one hour before sunset and settle
down comfortably and quietly wait
for them to emerge. Badgers more
often than not sit just inside the
entrance of the set for quite some
minutes before making their
appearance. This is only to make sure
that the coast is clear and it is safe for
them to come out. Any noise, even
the slightest one at this time will send

them scurrying back to the depths of
the set and you may not see them at
all for the rest of the night. Once they
have ventured out noise is not quite so
important although you should still be
as quiet as you can. The most
important sense, to the badger, is the
sense of smell, it is therefore most
critical that notice is taken of wind
direction and any approach must be
made down wind of the set. The wind
does funny things in woodland, one
can never be sure which direction it
will come from as it is deflected from
tree to tree. For this reason it is best if
possible to get above ground and
watch from a suitable branch up a tree
if such a tree be available.

Even on a pleasant summer evening
it can turn quite cold so it makes
sense to wrap up warm if you are to
stay comfortable. The choice of
clothing is important, it has to be
warm, soft and of a neutral colour
that will blend in with surroundings.
Anything like nylon that is stiff and
rustles when you move will
immediately give your presence away
and spoil your chances of a successful
watch.

When you are starting to watch
badgers it is not advisable to try to get
too near the entrance as you are
almost sure to be discovered. A
distance of about twenty feet is quite
near enough. If possible sit or lean
against a tree or some other natural
feature so that you do not show up in
silhouette against the skyline. Once
the animals are out and about keep
still, if you must meve then move very
slowly. The badgers eyes are not very
good and they can walk right up to
you before they know you are there.
The badgers usually stay around the
area of the set for quite a few minutes
before moving off. After they have
gone and it’s time for the watcher to
return home, a silent retreat is just as
important as the silent approach. It is
advisable to take a torch with you as
it is usually quite dark by the time
you leave the woods.

For the quiet patient watcher the
rewards are manifold, not only will
they see the badger but also many
other animals and birds of the night.
Arthur G. Hoare

Social Scene

The chinless wonders of the notorious Bullingdon
Dining Club — whose members are all students of
Oxford University and usually the children of
major establishment figures — have been wreaking
havoc once again, this time in the sacred surround-
ings of a hunt ball. The St. John Ambulance
Brigade watched in amazement as bottles were
smashed, couples made love and brawls broke out.
The entrance hall was said to resemble a casualty
clearing station.

Prince Lal Dalamal, who ‘organised’ the shindig
said that the club committee has nothing to do
with beagles or hunting ‘I must confess I'm not
even sure of what a beagle looks like — except
snoopy!”™ Despite this assurance, one Bullingdon
member is well acquainted with bloodsports:
Tommy Leigh-Pemberton is the student-son of
Robin Leigh-Pemberton, Governor of the Bank of
England and active BFSS member as well as
Governor of Wye College in Kent which has its
own beagle pack.

The Royal Family have spent the last few months
forging a new humane relationship towards animals
(I was only joking!!). They have been giving
wildlife a good seeing too. Prince Charles is now
out weekly with the Quorn often accompanied by
big sister. At Christmas Philip, Anne and Mark
Phillips were out bagging pheasants in their
backyard at Great Windsor Park. The very next day
they all went for a holiday at Sandringham and
guess what they got up to there? yep, your right
out shooting pheasants again, up to five hours a
day. Prince Andrew ““bagged several birds™ (Is that
several hundred? thousand?) but commited the
heinous crime of carrying the dead birds by the
wing and not the neck which is proper shooting
etiquette. I thought everybody knew that. The
Royal Crew made a few bob on the side as well by
selling pheasants to local people. (Who said they
don’t care?). Princess Diana is still not joining in all
the fun according to Nigel Dempster of the Daily
Mail, although a recent report stated she enjoyed a
day out following hubby and the Belvoir, Mind
you Diana must be somewhat perturbed by
Charles’ growing and voracious appetite for hunt-
mng.

Warmonger Michael Heseltine was recently seen
serving tots to members of the Bicester and Warden
Hill Hunt during their mecting at his home,
Thetford House. Indeed the Minister was photo-
graphed encouraging members of the local
constabulary to partake while on duty. Yet more
displeasing was a photograph of Mrs. Anne
Heseltine, posing on her horse — or at least 1 think
it was that way round. Don’t forget, where blood
flows, clots form!

Lady Lyell senior master of the Aldenham Harriers
has decided to retire after 25 years at the post. She
has been hunting for the last 67 years and has
‘enjoyed every minute of it’. Her retirement will be
spent 'breeding’. Not more like her we hope!

The ‘Moronic Sadist’ award goes to J.J, Broadman
of Oxford, who exposed himself in a local news-
paper. Broadman described the fun of shooting
starlings, particularly his ability in shooting 3 or 4
with one shot, and his cestacy when once he
massacred 600 in just one hour. Apparently, ‘there
is no plague of unwanted birds that u dozen shot-
guns will not cure.”

We all know and have heard about the strange sort
of people who go hunting, but the hunting
fraternity must be really embarassed about the
publicity they have recently had. A Bogus Doctor
who carried out a series of operations on different
women, used the Holcombe Harriers to establish
himself socially. Mind you, he probably fitted in
very well with some of the types that we have all
come up against.

Captain Tan Farquhar, MFH of the Bicester and
Warden Hill Hunt, is giving up — not hunting
unfortunately, only having a puff. The former 50-
a-day Captain, who recently accepted a wager that
he could give up smoking for a year, admits that it
has been a tough struggle so far ““there are times
when 1 want a cigarette quite badly, especially
while having a drink or meal and, strangely, after
exercise.”

Any sab. who can catch Captain Iarquhar
having a crafty drag in the Bicester coverts —
especially if they can produce a photograph —
could cost the pink-coated foxhunter dear; he
stands to lose £1,000 at the first provable puff.












