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kelcome Back! This is only the second issue of Strong Hearts,
. s any new readers need not fear, yo've only missed one issue!gM RIS Lo : 6
VR You'll notice that the mmber of pages has shrunken. This wos R ey | 15 Q“”e

" r g » * 1 - - |
fWB‘j L - . _-.g. b b __.“‘ A By
s e # iy A ‘.“' "-tﬂj : . s!_ i\
n Lynx I eGor saw sacly enough was in a cage. Another nativegayNy
. | : terms not their own. BAEE ™

first Canadia :
american animal whose contact with humans is on our own
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; After crawling through knee-high grass with Montana's Missen ;bunta'm lsilder'r;e_s. *\ <
| ‘ i : i + binoculars =e the rows of cage b,
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__So it was with great sadpess that my first encounter with this noble

* animal relation was as yet another prisoner of the war on nature that was re}dml:cr
‘D_‘ to the physical worth that humans saw in our wild relations. For the Lynx Nation, 4 !&i
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= this meant intensive confinement in cages like those on Fraser 1-‘\;1: Ranch_where"‘. _
sthey were forced to breed the offspring that would be raised until beautiful fur,
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reached its prime at which point they would be shot in the head and have thmrL __‘_
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j vas on bail and now in the place you wvere in not long (@] ﬁ ' h A

3 ago, to Salmon Grrrl for showing me the way to Narnia, Cwv ?‘

" to Bear who has been there for me whenever I needed a RS 1]

‘ff friend, to the Freeman and Goodwin for keeping my flame

A of hope burning, to the Maniacs, for demonstrating what
f/ireal solidarity and friendship is, to the surviving!
f@members of the Michigan Mink Militia, you know who
Myare and Godspeed to you, to the Parted Hai I miss
flyou guys and love you alot j#+ W' - “i ANEEESSIN//AIRE
R = s (L ,ﬁ__-:;_"l/ Fadi, who I've rarely had
,the chance to thank, to my warrior relations in the [
tSea Shepherd Society who keep the whaler's nightmare
) A alive, the Good Elk family who let me in from the cold Nfe
: _1 El. Frr_es Mink, for just being you, the Mass 4, no matter |
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. teacher from ac¥oss the pond, to Mindy, Ingrid, Lisa,

! Heather, Bruce and all my other friends at PETA who=he
keep me up on what's going down, Jude, Andrea, Chickadee,
- and Katie and everyone else who's letters make me 1augh, 4% 7.
..and remember what time it is and most of all to my Hmnl&f, ¥ i .
.and Dad who I have put through much stress and rr."nnmn,r;‘“?,//-‘ J-
and yet whose love and support has never wavered. 'I'n"?;' ”-‘} I
all of you thanks for being there when other weren't, AN Ly 3%
Enjoy this issue of Strong Hearts and always remember, ;{"r’“ ‘vrl
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" The location of Fraser Fur Ranch had been given to us
; friendly biologist at the local Montana Game, Wildlife and Parks office inQ{gl4
o Kalispell vhere we inquired about fur farms vhere we might purchase breeding stock
L7888 (o our own fur farm, a cover for our investigations of fur farming. Later, we

r- would visit the small ranch of the MGYP biologist who himself raised mink for

f theit fur. Besides his few hundred mink, the biologist also had four bobcats ar

two lynx lhalvhr‘ had acquired from Fra;:r'r R
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Before long five of the best friends l've ever had in my life w
Buorking days and nights to try and garuntee freedom for these Py
former fur farm prisoners. At this stage in the game I was stilliged
hoping Friends of Animals, who had sponsored the fur farm invest-3

igation, would help us achieve our goals. They were totally 1101'

T‘\F—-&‘. A d i supportive and even resentful that we had entered inte such aZy N

mh& A e, 'UJ* project without their approval. Finally they offered to take the 3
m 3‘ Tk .‘5“;'_%.# animals off our hands and ship them all to a sanctuary in Texas
&-&T““H—i"‘&a :-,4’._.-_‘ where they would live out _the’i.‘r lives...in cages. e O

o\ e §. e i
to see that they were very much ctill wild. Low growls rolled from their throats| TIT_'l""_"-'.--- 52,
and they pushed themselves as far as possible away from us in their ex] d capes~E. 'l.‘__‘
. 1 was ashamed to see such a regal beast reduced to such a shameful purpose. Lynxa M 4 =
~a I knew were believed to be supernatural beings by many of the Northern Nations of A\
indigenous peoples who came in contact with them. Their ghost-like :’l]']\f‘-'t'r.’u1r't";""\‘:--'=‘.“- 5
and ability to walk on the fresh fallen snow without sinking in gave them thew, .-
prestipe that only humans living in harmony and close to the earth conld understand? * 0* o
Eventually our friendship with the fur farmer biologist grew to the point that welles \ i
would strike a deal to buy out his small farm after having witnessed and documented -a‘
¥

g8 it was

Ly

M, the neckbreaking of his mink., Though our interest was primarily the mink, and they .}' e LA ! 3 - 5 A SN 3
fur farmers deal offered to vs included only his mink vy b < 1 m e “ g Basadizal b Foir R\ N %’1‘0”" sanctuary.:s
we responded that we wanted to buy out his complete fur farm, lynx -.f‘ # : %, ¥ K crew hp]':! an im-prbmifi".l'?m‘éetina and I to t e'; the news. None of)
and bobcats included. After the gricly neckhreaknig episode, my ) 1;,-: vere happy about the offer. We all shared the same feeiinga

Bfriend and T vere sick to our stemache that we had not done more
spare the animals lives, So it was decided that we would buy out
the remaining animals and rehabilitate and release them all, {
Our fur farmer friend set a price, and a week later we were hack

y '+» We had pledged ourselves to thesefew survivors of the fur indust-%g
» ry's war on wildlife not to give them a life in a cage, but a shot:
[ ’ 6wl ﬁnt freedom. We discuseed our alternatives. I told everyone thatly
. y ana w ' & i : ‘}I was not about to give these animals over to a group who seemedjs:
Montana with the cash and U-Haul l.rml: neccesary to relocate thoel af 44 0 = .&.‘ more concerned with capitalizing off of animals' suffering then
o e . I Ein et oo i T Yo AN : y ‘E (4 saving real lives, We had spent a year risking our own necks s
4\ f : LA ‘ el Nl v, sneaking onto fur farms to obtain the evidence all of us in thelaNE
M+ movement wanted, but where FoA was happy with photos and videos e
' we wanted more. We wanted to rescue a few prisoners. And now tht
we had, it was up to us alone to give them true freedom. M Gt Se )
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carry out the rehabilitation on our own. Over the next six monthsH
it was ‘not unusual to see our volunteers po without a meal so that
the animals would have enmough to eal., The sanctuary crew werell g
tireless, working seven days a week in freezing weather without a
complaint. Never have I witnessed a more committed group of (/a8 ;
Mactivists determined to diLi\l'er our 0a)l of l_h_qs_m 11111[-1:115' ﬁ:er-_ }
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By February it was y]n1n to see that the lvnx would be the easiest} W'y
to rehabilitate. After all, they were ﬂtiil very wild and fearful ‘\'
N of human beings. It was time to move the lynx to larger enclosures \‘
L Ywhere they could touch the earth and exercise their muscles for the, .
 hardships of the wild. The problem was that we did not have the E‘
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mrchase the chain-link fence needed to build the pens,
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None of us had a clue how we were going to go about the A
ssive project of rehabilitating the mink, bobcats and lynx, buth:- i money to

made the promise to the animals that we would, and so began nnrﬂl
xpierience that would change our lives forever. Not having any f'F

’ land of my own to take the animals te, I had called <-r1.:‘|i]1 old Sea .
Shepherd friend who had expierience with wildlife rehabilitation

l = ;—:;(r{;l:“‘ [r“‘1,"“1+"h 'i"r B £ -‘:: h"y

" I told her that 1 had just beught 60 mink, & bobeats ano + o
2 lynx and had no place to take them, would she be interested in -

| helping us to return them to the wild? And like the true friend o
that she is, she responded immediately with a definate yes. In 4
mid-Decemher of 1990, we loaded all the animals into a 26-foot !

long truck and drove west to the Olympic Pennisula. A recent sn, o i
storm had left the highways treacherous, and as we headed west I L3

’ could not help but worry about our precious cargeo thould we slide 3 :
off the road like so many other cars around us. we drove throughs ﬁ ek § a 58 s

r out the night, :-mxilr‘.nr]‘y the next morning arrived at what we all The frustration of our poverty had hamered us before, but had yet¥’ ‘
vould soon be calling “‘“’ ;ﬁ?,’”""ﬁl"{" My dear p_r“”'.‘:':_mpnd h K BW¥ to stop us. We were determined to give the cats what they deserved b

’ David Howitt and Y E“punt one of (‘hé Best Christmas's ever in my 1 e, 1 4gand who better to make an “involuntary donation” than the State oft, s
l1ife working in the freezing cold building larger pens for the - b Eiihln?tor who sanctioned fur_i'arm:mg z‘aml ln‘n‘lt:mg and trapp:urlg of » “\."-*
bobcats and lynx. Our finances were nil, and I was forced toy | ! der furbearers. Late one night we piled into the sanctuary van /} & 4
beg and borrow to provide for the animals, the stealing would come i and raided a fenced lot, taking with us all the :E_nt‘l_n material [ [
later. My second task was to recruit more people to help with tLhe g needed to build two 26'{?;9} square enclosures. i = v

E large task, and friends from Oregon quickly filled the bill. by - o L ,\/ ) 4 "
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L e %] Returning to the sanct-
uary rith lhe good news, we next enlisted the help of a Blackfoot
TMedicine Woman from the area where the lynx had descended from.
Administering a blessing to the animals, we watched in amazement as
she freely moved amongst the lynx in their pens smudging them with
sweetgrass and sage. The animals seemed to be intrigued by the
woman, watching attentively her every movement. The Medicine Woman
jinstructed us on how we should smudge each animal again before
their release and this having been done, each animal would find its
‘path back to the wilderness world.§ 3 W St

Getting back to
urally vegetated areas where |
ation. The lynx were hou

SN vork, we erected the pens around
RP/Rthe cats could begin their rehab

1Y JP seperately, we did not want the e to become pregnant

.{‘ﬁa further burden herself during her first season back in the

) Next we introduced a natural diet. A lynx's diet consists a
,EXCthllEIY of snowshoe hares whose population swings in a t a
cycle thereby influencing the lynx ations. We did some 1 Bk 4

rch and discovered that 1991 was a peak year, and the 1y I . ! '

o O0ne step closer to freedom.
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N jA# By this time I had known these
lynx personally for over ten months. Slowly I had began to see in
them the spirit that at times I felt could see right through me to
my innermost hidden feelings and fears. I was humbled in their
presence. In their cages on the fur farm in Montana they appeared
to be fallen angels captured by the cruel callousness of Man.
Now they appeared to be returning to their power. Their regalness
returned and it became frightfully easy to understand why they were
. - - -
believed to be supernatural. They are. In the Spring snowmelt of:
1991 we began to map out our release strategy. Reintroducing ™%
captive-bred native wildlife was illegal. Any liberation wnu]dﬁ,
have to be conducted covertly or else the lynx might fall into hﬂ\
bloody hand=s of the wildlife agencies that sanction the kl]]lHPr 2

. for tpnrt and profit of the lynx's wild lrﬂthnn % E! )
v ,_J:J ) s ,_-_ﬁ_’ 2 B e . 1
. 3 s T Wt e RPlhe night arrivec

’ vhen four chosen liberators were pathered together at the sanctuary
for the long iourney to freedom. Already the lynx's feeding had

! I § Soon we were feeding the lynx only
live rabbits, and once L!o» had proven their sciency in killing
B their prey, we decided to start scoping out sites. The
Alynx had had over two months in the large pens uhv-v they were

Mlcompletely isolated from all human view. Slowly we had wvatched
their wild spirits reawaken and ve knew the time had come to retu
these prisoners to their rightful homes. We were temptvd to release
B the lynx in an area where lynx had been wiped out, hoping that they
fvould breed and replenish the area. But our research revealed that
two animals are too few to begin the reintroduction of a species;
go our search shifted to habitat already inhabited by lynx, noWmo
matter how few. Taking a map of known lynx range, ve circled the \\
largest roadless area and drew an X on the center of the area.
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¥ Next we drove as close e uld to the are: d as weé rrived v been sipplemented with roadkilled rabbits in preperation for ‘hﬂf
i night the first thir ve vas snowsho iares running awa N release. A livetrap was borrowed from the local humane society
3 from our car. The ro:z f t trailhead ve would it ] to transfer the lynx from their pens to two seperate boxes outfit-»
carry the lynx to had been closed by a major washout caused by the * ted with handles to facilitate carryving by two people. The b
1 i ; Y door on one end. |

nearby river.

vere “rrﬂ| .1rh a £lidin 01
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Also many trees had fallen over the
we inquired at the local U.S. Forest Service offi
road would be cleared, we were told that budget cuts
them from clearing the road for at le
lynx made light steps closer to freedo

" in
o the back of a truck, and a'®

St tWo years.
[ &)

' “the 1 ere losded 1
the boxes, the lvnx were loaded 1in 3 ;
guide f?r‘ipﬂ our procession away from the sanctuary to the ferryl
- L we would cross to Kingston, and then onto the &g =
ountains. When we arrived at the ferry terminﬁl we d:scnvvzegp;iv
had missed the last ferry and were forced to %1;\P‘=?ch ;ch 5 5
,aternlnal that would place us right in downtown Seatt ﬂ.d 1mps; n_ ;
any reasonable altermative, we board rh# fnrrv and had a ing
‘to discuss our escape from Seattle
SRS o o

erminal where
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While four liberators carried the two boxes, I sped ahead on mypy
mountain bike to ensure there were no other people on the trails
vho might raise an alarm at seeing four people carrying tvwo lynxi
in boxes. Many times I had to throw my bike over my shoulder and
climb over fallen trees, and as the miles passed, it became plainly
@ evident that nature was reclaiming these isolated lands. But noth-
ing would prove this more than the sight I wvas about to see. As I{{jJ
tped along on my bike my senses sharpened only for the sight of “JUHRE
N another human, I glanced down on the nov abandoned road I fo]lm.red‘ -
and saw the unmistakable tracks of a large wild cat T4 MIRNAP 3 A J 1IN

DEIAS 4097 2 RS IS SRR K1Y 474
TR R L A

- b : g The three
\liherators in the guide car were instructed to follow us a few car
lengths behind, and should the unfortunate situation present itself
that we were pulled over by the police, the guide car wvas to serve
as a decoy by speeding ahead to divert the police's attention. It
was a crazy idea, but ve refused to even consider allowing the lynx
to fall into someone else's hands. We deboarded the ferry ande
drove down the dark city streets of Seattle trying to pretend that
we did not have tvo lynx in the hack of our pick-up which luckily

had a shell. *-!' .\ -
N x. %
2.3 > g -
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0 = :k’lth the escupe from Scattle complete, we 3 3 _ 2= VTR »“'\’%“) 7 )f'."'_r'l',\ _‘_\f:;u:‘:"'rj,_‘{;!{ ,"f‘.'rl_-h
Z hepan the long drive north tovards the desolate wilderness vhere ! : REComing to a stop, 1 inspected the fresh tracks which brazen
«only Iynx helonped, We left behind the ; and then the O | . i led right dovn the center of the abhandoned road. The space’
A vsmall rural towns and soon began our ascent inte the mountainous 34 Ibetveen each pad was the telltale sign that the tracks I wa
“ ggarea that we had previously scouted. The scent of pine and cedar R looking at belonged to lynx. 1 photographed them and afters
5jﬁrPﬂluﬂ our nnses, and 1 hegan to daydream about what must be going finishing my reconnaisance without having seen another human 3,
through the lvox's mindas ?nd hearts about now. sped back to the crew carrying the lynx to lend a hand and givepR

1

- -f-"“" the good news. As I rounded a hend in the road, T almost

lah ) {laughed at the totally suspicious lnoking entourape the liberaz
. : . i P tors made. Three women and one man were carrying two seperate

ﬂ . - p‘.hnxes that were covered as if they were slaves in n far-aff Jnnq_
i B carrying a royal litter containing hidden treasures. | rlilrhwi?_
my bike along the road and switched off{ with_one of lh__r‘qf'.'nric_l'a

v AP -vR:I'r' iy ]

- LY p

-5 53
L)

15,{ E
_{;‘4

g 7 AT TN T R R A e %
L JAl1 day long ve trudged along the former roar
oxes over fallen trees and forging small streams.by

A oo Back at the sanct-
vary 1 had learned that like their domestic counterparts, the lynx}
1 believed had the ability to almost telepathically sense the ~

SRS
lifting the b

thoughts and feelings of humans around them. I had began as an i p : ot ffair, only occasio-
could understand whenever 1 was forced to be around them such as 0 Sl nally swvatting the :1 fs I e and.fil] the xf
vhen we were moving them to larger pens. I filled my mind with the f S Every couple hours we would rest 1n e shade -‘1 A

) ) $ K lynx's water dishes which ve could access through a small s !

%A in the tarp that covered the boxes. During these breaks wve[H
{would take in the beauty around us letting our soreness and 'k
pain be forgotten as ve each imagined how rightfully these lynx
belonged in this wilderness.@7We wvere alone in the wilderness'{g
It vas still too early in the year for hikers or hackpnckers—,g Ve
the snow only recently melted from most roads. There was a
the only human voices for (\iar|
the mored
2 KA T2
)

images of a lynx running free in a meadow white with fresh fallen
snow, averting my glance at the lynx who interpeted a direct stare
as a challenge. Maybe this was pure nonsense, but it did appear
that the lynx were more calm when I did this.

I helieve that there {13 5 E
was a day not long ago when humans vere more in touch with their/ .- ﬁ,fk
mental abilities, and were maybe not always capable of literal
communication with animals, but at least capable of conveying the
intense feelings of fear and respect. Anyone who has ever known

o] P L G e,

i@ chill in the air, and ours were : : :
N ) i ac
$?perhaps miles. The further we got along on the Lo
: - T WO N AP A L
horses can sgree that animals are definately capable of interpeting ’.,"“.“’-,‘,‘!,T’b.‘gi.";'j.'-‘y,,b,{ - l‘.‘,‘ . .
our most basic feelings. So I spent that night driving the dark iy (8 18 -5 AR b o P ".f. ,«_,n’ 7 DA RN -
¢ - ; 7
heart with the images that I hoped our two wild passengers could " { 4 5()’ o It G r"' g i '
understand. Finally we reached our turn-off and drove the last ‘?“'}ﬁ\‘? :Eﬁ}“gﬁi-‘,’f' . s \y "
) & £ 2 T8 e . 4 ‘ﬁ_. L4
ossibly America's last lynx hold. ] R N R ot I A3 Jn A% 2
p bly : y strong AR J_\-"'""T . ; A ko Y -'-i-.g"'.!i‘ vas plain to see why i
Arrlving ih ithe trly o STy STeETEd o . n . vhose tracks 1 had seen had reclaimed these ancient homelands . X/AN
s ours, wve ected to grab a few hours igh heirs in th bs fil intru=-1g
sleep before beginning the 15 mile trek to our targeted release B R e in e he thetddy
B its end we came across another lynx trail, this one well dotted
not from a dream, but in one. All around us oldgrowth cedar trees) N 4 imal Finally ve
vere draped vwith moss, and the song of the nearby river vas like \ Evith the trail of fur from some preyed upon animal. n y
- AT A 1ynx vere moved some distance away from our camp, but still¥gH
::;nva:elan;::dsés:::ttzpii{::. n?gt;!tcr s quickdrevlez of our &4 e Y _u{thin sight. Tired and sore we ¥=11 onto the g;ound and intodt
’ o 1y re ons, strapped our backpacks H‘ “-'-'. our sleeping bags to rest before the big day tommorow. In the
L 1S
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tvo-lane roads leading into the wilderness flooding my mind and . A F;‘;
few miles to the washed out dirt road that led to the heart of i Y, i
. [ e ’ - (R TR A
e 7 a S L el the wild lynx
h d t jve. As the day neared
site. As the sun rose on a bright new day, it was like avaking\Njj§ At sion, they found all they neede o survive 8 e day near
¥ ight. The B
Mo lullaby enchanting us off into s wilderness fairy land. Every J had covered 13 miles and decided to set camp for the night
on_and began the iz ! i z :
nx lust’ leg of their ﬁrne to fredoll.

}s‘-: early morning we rose and left our camp supplies vhere they 1ay EEY o
Van we Wt nVwith rasrs Y miles Yo pe ‘”_l.'.‘::{;lia-‘}m-‘-:t--rl.“p '1""- ..s“".l'@.“-"'




1 )1 BT , [ B Wildlife rehabilitators had told us of the abili-egs
1 3 ol ty of domestic cats to survive in the wild, and in their opinion} iS4
: >N
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& By nov we had lelt even the abandoned road and were now on trail. / ¢
Our path became more obscure and the lynx were more restless T
after now almost two days in their boxes. We decided to release ~°
the lynx as soon as we had reached a small clearing in the'
@ forest 1 had scouted the previous day. Once we reached the 4 large
clearing, we placed the lynx near a small stream where they Mlto develop muscular strength that was not possible in the small’
Mcould drink if they wanted and then began to spread feces we had BMlcages on the fur farm, and isolating them from human vievw hadfa
brought from the sanctuary so _the lynx would recognize this _‘ reinforced their fear of humans. et — M S 1 X ' e
place as their new home. . S e v i e ;\i

bobcats and lynx had even more going for them. What they needediffy §]
-jMost vas isolation from humans. Preparing the lynx as we had, ™RS4 r
introducing live animals into their diet had taught them __E'b\- -~ 3
see other animals as food, not something handed to them deady \-{
already, Placing the lynx in large enclosures had alloved them LR

A T

; o Afted couple hn‘l\.u':l of quiet we all
gathered on a large boulder overlooking the clearing some dista-
nce away. We were piddy with excitement as the moment each of
us had waited months for arrived. Some of us had been involved
with animanl liherstion actions, but noathing could prepare us for
Bithe return of two prisoners ta their homeland.  This was an
Miaction 1n respanse to each of our own personal sorrowvs we held
for what was quickly becoming of the last wild animal nations...

o A

- el
AP sl e A i ) i =

ATy | LN e like to think that
lynx we released one §f their greatest freedoms vas to neverl:
MY run into the end of their cage. When we obtained them, theirl§g
WM cages got larger and larger, and finally their Jast residence
Biwould be the largest roadless area left in their range in they:
-k lower 48 states. I hope they ran and jumped, drank sweet spring
! ; ; a : . .watern and munched the tnaty flenh of yearling anowshoe haren
(_, vho lived in abundance in the Spring of 1991. 1 like to think
e JL that the lynx had kittens who would never see a human being.
Our generation wvas the first to see so many species in the pris- Kittens who would only know the world of their great-grandpare-
ons we call zoos and fur farms, or worse not to see some species
at all. A door was closing, one that in the past led to a world| !

nts. And when the day came vhen our former lynx friends crossed
over into the lynx spirit world, I hope all their memories vere
where animals and humans lived harmoniously. And as that doorlf 5 J j o pe . ek _J‘., Sy
closed with each clearcut forest or dammed (damned) river, weg’ g i, ; H A o 3}.;’_0
fell further and further away from every realizing the dream our . A ) ¥ 4R, \ v ! . ) -
ancestors lived. The liberation and release of these few fur| 'kﬂ }
farm prisoners was our small attempt at holding that door open
long enough for others to realize what we were losing and come N s ¥
to the aid of our persecuted animal brothers and sisters. Nl b 1
3 - T4, 5 LY v

. N e CWIRRTIE !
When the moment arrived to open the boxes, I looked at everyone
to ensure that they were ready, and climbed down from the rock
Ml and slowly approached the two lynx boxes. Standing between the
Ml boxes, | prayed silently to the earth spirits, begging for the,
protection of these two gentle spirits who were now returning
home. We had folloved all the instructions we had. Tn our
hearts and minds, amd as given by the Plackfoot medicine woma
The ntpht before we had soudped the two Tynx el now 1L vas
to tutn over any control to the earth mother. !

- \
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i NSl ater that night we
821l returned to our campsite and broke down the now empty lynx
Jf::: boxes and sat around the campfire lost in our own thoupht s . I

Rl T

| SCRE (1 Grabbing each box B&lvithout the lynx I felt like a visitor in a world I would¥ Ty
door 1n one hand, 1T alid them open ot the same” time and quickly A ‘probably never quite fully understand. Around the campfire e
retrented back to the honlder .  As wnoon as the hoxes opened, the Ytalked about food (as ours had ran out) and sang sSonpfs Irnmg?Z
lynx were out. Not running, but out. They stared first at our urban earth warrior culture, mostly punk rock songs ahou

eachother, appearing like a mirror image and then began scanning
their surrondings from the stream that trickled before them to
the cedar tree canopy a hundred feet into the sky. They never
looked back. Slowly they began to investigate their new home, P
stepping gingerly over logs, sipping the fresh water in the A & > P w Tt
stream and within ten minutes melte into the forest around "" - aia s
them, one folloving the other. They were gone. Maybe they ’ i -roiéed infour &
vould starve, or maybe they would be killed by another lynx ox ; Yl ii:e :“?Eai“;'had Aot Falt crnce T ukd niehald canping in the o
some otherlpredstor. But then again, maybe, just maybe they v Bt { felt that somathing uau out there ju:at,, . L. .
gauld, dig dnso ERELCTgEnetlc Memory: eno MUNC ChE OMONsnDe peees “of sigh £ view I laughed to myself and rolle('i over and triedghss —#
forget the months in captivity and have kittens and live. Really e an O 518 % °b - h‘ Faga ubuid ot yﬁ.aua Then 1 heard it. ]r]*| 4
live. No human would ever decide the fate of these two animals. FORSEeEp DUt ed = 2 h I 31 d hy'd to believe was the@ b’
Liberation for them meant the total independence from human vas a lov throated grovl that i e ; b e r"h
- 4

smashing the state and animal liheration. We were the lost
iﬁ KN children of earth, but we were struggling to find our own Juay

the lynx now hadify L
home as L adigL g} ’ ‘.I‘,' .;-:‘q-%..c.-. \

Py 4
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N
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. _ g e [ Y
LEMRRE T 2 t night we all fell asleep early’®

eeping bags vhich were spravled around the now ]

As I tried to sleep I could not help but recop e N

river. Then it was closer. First in front of me, then behind
A me. In the moonless night all I could hear was a GRRRrrrr..... :
as it moved around the campsite. Finally the sound dissapeared
and one by one we began to whisper, "Did you hear that!?" not
o even knowing whether  anvone wss awake. We all were and we
P 211 had heard it. W . L RcSdiRN ’ 3
. 15 5 P Ty, T
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Than it davned on us. Amongst our c-mpgr-ar
= vere the m'.pty ho:-.es with their lynx scent and the bags we l:.—:rl

YAniimal activisis lreu mm

-y used to carry the lynx's feces, it was a scent siren to eve Lp R R T . § \L o o . -

:if‘i:;:e;“fhfi“‘f“;"'_“”" SRR 4l i % &_’St d
4 : :  Fe ¥ . y - : Al - 3

L (Ve vere indeed only
\1<1torq to 11\1'3 (-nrha-ued h:’lll[l vhere l'.!w Lynx Kation reigned=

¥ supreme and it felt good to feel fear towvards an animal who Inr‘l‘
fvisited us on its own terms not our own. We
world, to the cities and freevays
Qwvere hdl'lf‘lh; from ks in posh d:-;-.‘utr:mn: stores nud fur
houl‘lqu[‘-" 5 A ok RIA T, T . g -

2R \-1

.Am'! back in Ronan, ‘r..m ana the- I)nx still -| e their
& cages, staring at the \-‘ih‘.r.-nmr:s they once called home. They BN
remain prisoners of a var that began when the first Furopean seth
._‘foot in their world spreading jaws of steel that vould begin toPm
bite away at their peaceful nation. And it is a var that conti—SSSg
nues today on any one of hundreds of fur farms and traplinesgy o 3 s
near you, What remains to be seen is whether other children of L
earth will break from the ranks and Join us in trying to hold
anen the door to the world that is quickly dissapearing leaving 3
®¥ us alone in a world where only Man and his machines reign supreme B

returned to our own
, the wvorld vhere the only 1ynx

On “November 2(’ 1996 f(;\':r members of the Coalition To Abolish
the Fur Trade (I‘I\FI) were arrested near Berkshire Fur Farm in
Hinsdale, Massachusetts and charged with releasing mink from
their cages. The four are now out on bail awaiting trial and
nm-d our help and support. Jaime Roth, Alex Smolak, Grant anc
AWarren Upsen are all being targeted for their out cp-;kcn work -\'
in defense of animals killed for the fur trade in a state that
Jh.as seen recent rmds hv the Amml IAhcmlu\n Front (A!l-)

In August 1“‘"’: tiu‘- ALF released over 1, 000 mink from Pmk,hne

Y ! AARNT
Furs, and retu: ned again in October to release another 100. /%] ':i:“": “. !
Ta ALF has been active recently in the Northeast, etidklng lull. A
farms in MNew Mampshire, New York and Connecticut, FEver sincef; A
the earliest recorded cn]mial ﬁettlmnvnl of the Northeast have AT e

are native to the (:rthra':r. Historic romrdf; report that
they were being trapped for their fur for European export as
early as 1621. Wild mink populations have steadedly been - ‘..
fdepleted by conmercial trapping and environmental pollution t:f,.. ’T‘. g ...,g
M their waterway habitat. Many of the ALF's liberated mink from; ‘RL-'\’ i
the Northeast are now living a life of freedom fulfilling anpe
integral part in the aquatic environment their ancestors were
stolen from 70 years ago when captive-breeding of mink for their
fur began. Mink released from fur farms in Canada, Burope andfis
Scandane w ia have successfully survived in the wild, yet I‘orth--; 2
;_the native homeland of all mink on fur famms.w
."'h--!";"' Yo " l;l."'.~ Al
yrmission of the l!‘\’\ m 1‘11)1”8 an ar_‘tlvp :019 3"
contributing background information on the CAFT activists andg
§is pressuring the District Attorney to make an example of these
youmg non-violent animal liberationists. The four activists
who have pled not guilty refuse to condemn the actions of theVes
& ALF which their Boston chapter of CAFT has repeatedly defended.fes
g Partially because of this the Fur Commission is eager to nnke\,iw-‘- %

§ an example of anyone who poses a legitimate threat to their
barbaric trade in native wildlife or speaks out for those who r_
do. A $100,000 reward currently exists for the capture and
conviction of ALF warriors vho are responsible for more than
24 raids on fur farms across North America that have rescued

'_ and releasm! thousands of mink from a ('Frt'lm death
? . o Aol 0 3




RS 5 4 o -

Juime, Alex, Grant and Wareen are up ar_;:in‘st not only a crookedk E =
legal system that protects those who abuse animals rather than

those trying to prevent it, but also a billion dollar industry,

that sustains itself on the death and destruction of native

" wildlife by the millions. Most of whom are slaughtered for
luxury garments for export to Asia, the former Soviet Union and

other Furopean countries as has been the history of commercial

wild] i.sfe exploitation in North America for hundreds of years.

l,- Ity
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iThese four brave committed young warriors only crime is that theyj

refused to remain silent as American wildlife and the environment |

is destroyed in order to make a guick buck, all at the expense of}

) future generations of all life. Rather than be punished by the H

. +as s ¢ 'law, these four should be commended for taking social and ecologica
¥n 0 5% responsibility to cease the var on wildlife that the fur indust

3 d':ﬂk has wa ed_‘ on this con for over 400 years.j¥ draei
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% Please donate a ren's legal
Mdefense. Fipghting any legal indictment is costly and time consuming
Aond it is important that these friends know that they are not alone
in their battle. If you cannot spare any financial assistance at[§i
e this time, please drop them a letter or card just to let them know .
s i you are one of the many who believe mink and foxes belong in the

e .wild and not on one of North America's 800 fur farms.

o S h—— . — ————rp um
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W et ‘.Ii‘“-'?"f}f:i""‘l"-"{""‘{ e, G o
. Letters of support iR S
|4 carr noston o N IS
g J, PO Box 381855 g gl
i +"44Y Cambridge, MA 02238, USA'!

It 18 vital as a alnlce Tesiotance movement, that il people either
B challenged by the fur trade and the society which sanctions their il On December 17th, 1996 the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary
B responsible for the introduction of alcoholism, prostitution, S i celebrating the birth of Japan's Emperor taking almost
native species of furbearing animal nations and demonstrate cruel :' in the Japanese compound and gained entry without
¢ : no one and injured only one rebel. MRTA guerrillas were
booby-traps and mined the grounds of the compound .
issued a statement to the international media and Peru's
MRTA as a non-violent opposition pelitical party, and

:&P e Bk A v g o, — . \ ftu
animal rights activists, environmentalist indigenous sovereigntist@s
or their supporters stand behind these targeted individuals who arej
i - d the Lima, Peru residence of the
Bl bioody activities, The fur trade is one of Furope's most ecologic_Jl Movement (MRTA) stormed i : :
ally and culturally destructive imports to North America. It isEEesdl Japanese Ambassador during a diplomatic cocktail party
disease and greater inter-tribal vielence than previously existed. 500 of Peru's most political elite hostage. The 23_ 1 1R
The fur trade also continues to eradicate and commercially exploit guerrillas crashed the party by blowing through a walll
and callous disrespectful treatment of their prisoners and survivorsk invitation. MRTA forces engaped security and police in
on fur farms and traplines todoy . e ] ! i ' ‘ | it a gun battle that included prenade attacks that killed
e : . STy !
: 3 ! _ .
e .".";'_ ]' : { i B quick to shepherd the frightened party-goers into the
ambassadors residence while their companeros planted
Armed with grenades, automatic weapons, anti-tank guns,
plastic explosives and a rocket launcher, MRTA then
government demanding economic reform for Lh{_z |_mtion'9
majority poor living in poverty, the recopnition of
the release of over 400 MRTA prisoners of war . s
2 - Ryt

i 0 T e -
Donations for legal and court costs

Pleasa mark it for the “Mass. 4,_ :

is Nestor Cerpa

M The leader of the lightning strike raid .
who has taken the name of llemijilio Huerta in
a close friend who was a textile union member murdureq
by police during a 1974 labor strike against the textile
mill where he and Cerpa organized. Cerpa 1is a former
union leader who was jailed in 1979 for leadlqg a
worker occupation of another textile plant wh)gh was
being shutdown. Cerpa's wife is one of the MRTA membersi§
who is in prison and whose freedom is demanded before
the last hostages can be re}gased.
o .ﬁh«ﬁ?gl"f
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= i Inside the Japanese MKTA than began its account ol Lhe .

compound, Cerpa engaged in political conversation and B | i
debate with hostages and was careful to explain to all t(,a‘d state of affairs for anyonfu:pr;::":gtpggrror1ata". ln
why MRTA's action was neccesary. "We are fighting for arian regime, repeating that, e EROEARER’ : topias
55 social justice, we have been forced into this by a In the last ten years Fujimoiiguzet.ry e e iies P
L yS&vgovernment that does not respond..." Within days of designed by the Inte;n.uonaf B e R daatkins, RYBE Sy
n""ﬁbthe takeover, MRTA released hundreds of hostages, : Bank such as privatization g cg: B e dihent LORERNIE e
;:_ many of whom shook hands with their captors and wished the economy to multination: opreru'a el ranciizodn:
b them good luck in their struggle to gain greater democracy sing exports and exploitat o? R PSRN Rl Cyment s
v "y s0cinl justice and freedom..” g™ . % -i) " ORCERET . | Ao T chis hes D etk “unemploynent caie 2 - i
g . “ ‘JEY'“’I.'ﬁJ: ey 4 e forced over 50% of the population e aitations 4% .
| “\-’_‘ : % r.ltl. M'.jih e (- I After years of appealing to international © % A
‘ s i }'TT S R o ights groups to no avail, MRTA has catap ety
Of the 72 hostages that remain, 5 are supreme court . human t.S L L rights sbuses to the tepatront Df e interns
judges, 8 military generals, 5 congressmen, ministers, >, i of Peru's Bk e s o of 88

it has ga i -
tio;;li::diaN::eE:d for a group of young impoueris?gddt;angeh
51 as "n aﬁd vomen who rose above their oppressi:;nnal e
. -g::izehuman rights and freedom from tbe occupat o
that control their country. 3 5 ;

1

legislators, leaders of the armed forces and police, Vg - . .
representatives of Japanese multinational corporations and %~ ..
President Fujimori's brother. Among these hostages are the’ r:
very people responsible for Peru's extreme poverty and ...~ .7
4. + flagrant record of human rights abuses such as General ;
£f<\ 'Maximo Riveria Diaz, the head of Peru's anti-terrorism "3r=
gﬂ police and General Guillermo Robbio Zevallos, the head %=
of State Security Police. A Guatamalnan ambassandor held?
+ hostage was released by MRTA in recognition of a recent |
A...peace accord with guerrillas in Guatamala. A Uraguayan ﬁif;'
:Q:ambassador was also released following Uraguay's releasejf~E-}
‘4 of 2 MRTA prisoners awaiting extradition to Peru. Sl ;
.-:"“ ("5 ‘(,b' - Tl & g i i I“ ® 5 P
“l-'.." fx ?'n-",. "-u : ! " I' Ty ! ‘AP
A Peruvian economist who was released described his captdfs:m
as anything but terrorists, "They're guys that are nice,”JSin<riss

actually. They don't shout, they ask you 'please'. There'sf::;;*ww
~ 8 connection there between some of the hostages and kidnap-vnﬁﬂ?“h
ool Pers."” Promising to adhere to international conventions 5%

*~ regarding hostages, MRTA guerrillas refused to fire on two
__E;hostageg who escaped in the early hours following the b e
ﬂjoccupatlcn. Beneath Nestor Cerpa are two deputies named
'+ Arabo and Palestino who are in their mid-30's with a gife =
. of joke-telling. "These guyswent on and on as if we were
,0ld friends from school." said a congressman held hostage,
‘" They were dying to tell their war stories to anybody."$"
y The rest of MRTA's 21 warriors in the compound seem to bg'L
no older than 20 and who joined after witnessing the death
and imprisonment of family members accused of heing terrorist .
or watching their villages being destroyed for allegedly @R
sympathizing with MRTA. Two of the rebels are young 1ndigeh--\
ous women from the jungle regions who were known to wave avayl 3 '

hostages watching TV with their Kalashnikov assanlt rifles sohl { & ; 3 =
they could watch the Mexican soap opera, “Maria from the ' : ; : s £ . o
7¢: .Barrio” when not on guard duty. For the first time in their ave systematically targeted anyone
++% , lives giving orders to the ruling elite who have caused i ho they: nian ofgan eI pvﬂqﬂ“}“

s o%am{ipon e or human rights workevs.
] : 1\

documented thousands o

o E
wgelf-coup” complete \

: : _ i B
e Sl : . -
jdent Fujimori stage complets
Iﬁliigzypzizzps vho dissolved congress and the judici 4
mi

: i nposing a
tem and radically altered the CGnSLLtnL;OTén{;TEEEroiiq
EYS of emergency" Fujimori imposed hars Wm0
1:::tio fight the guerrilla move?en}st;:uzza;aitry. i
control o ; : e, 5
inue?tmen;ugg‘:igﬁvgizmiﬁt 34% of mixed Spanish a“d.{‘
Peru's po

1“‘“83“0‘15 81lCEStf)' }'Et Y white a“d JEIIIa!IeSe b
p ass se e T n . L} mort ; Gl T creaseq?
er C Compfi -3 i 2 elite 1) n y

bhuses
rd of human ripghts abl
owers have led Lo a reco hunaf A
T;Litiﬁipgss any blamed on Peru s g?err?}}ws

ith

unter=

insurgency campaigns h
B critical of the government,
# iournalist, polit ical opponenls

. : As of 1995, Amnesty International Imdl e it cantd
But behind the almost casual relationship between the hostages f cases of ndissnppnnrnnrun"._uprunr lr{fjs.‘:1u Th; g’y |
and their captors there lies a history of intense human rights of imprisoned political activists, figeyr vy s

by both the

military, torture and extra-jndicial ?xoruEiUnL by both 1he G
A military and police. [In one cnunlor—1nsan(n?i PLr”an“ . f
1994, at least 30 peasants vere pxegnioﬁ_hy llt e htind—-
Army. Citizens suspected of terrorism are rnr ; nznr]y _
folded, beaten, hung from ceilings, OIOFL[?C“ g:ér[ed ol
drowned and raped. One pregnant woman it 1slrt[nnq s
so terrified by the threat of police interroga jon:

she spontaneously aborted frqm fear SR

abuses and a deadly counter-insurgency program that has forced
Peruvian's such as MRTA to take up arms in their quest for @
liberty and justice. Within a month of the occupation, MRTA

invited foreign journalist into the compound to hear their [
grievances apainst Fujimori's povernment. The military refused

. -

to allow entry, so about 20 Peruvian and foreign journalist
defied the police and swarmed into the compound. The MRTA
guerrillas welcomed the unexpected guests and showed them
I its
ostages who had not been harmed and appeared in good

R Ea [ LU R
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211 extra-judicial executions in Peru, 53% are blamed on the .*§¥§ soldiers pretended to throw him out of the helicopter vhile ke
Y peruvian government, with 45% blamed on the Maoist Shining -»i? _4gli“dr°1d9d- opening up the aircraft's door and then laughing.' - <.,
¥ Path puerrillas who share no relationship to MRTA, who are . " :br son conditions at Yanamayo located at 12,000 feet inc]udekr¢nahr
*hlamed for less than 17 of abuses including the assasination " elow-freezing tempatures, unheated cells and water and no. - *ﬂ?
of a 1.4, businessman. In 100% amnesty laws were passed %éass in windowframes. Another prison is being built at
affoetively closing all iuvestigations or prosecutions of . ,500 feet in a part of the Andes called affectionately, s
. . "Peruvian Siberia" where the military intends to trannfer?':'

MRTA prisoners and other "terrorist and treasonest citizens”
At the naval prison in Callao, dungeon-like cells are r
- for a half-dozen top rehel leaders where they are only®
allowved out of their 6-foot square cells called “"tomhs™ only

human riphts vienlations by the military and police.
pserved
D

)l ! i
; )t 'Ilun_lr a day. Tubereulosis is rampant, and insanity and
_3[11Cldf“'_‘a[rr-||-|1l.'a are common in Peru' i . i
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M There iﬁ no such thing as a fair trial in Per (not thaty» and her hushapd_unrn jailed after working for mapazines and
¥ there 18 anywhere). The new military courts boﬁst a 97%"i 4 newspapers cr!l::n] of Fujimori's government., Of hey 5 minnte
conviction rate. The draconian "anti-terrorism legislationiy 2 trial shT BAYyR,, (nce you are arrosted, they say, 'Dbefend
allows political opponents, the press and humae rights acti"‘ ~ ,‘yoursn;f , but lhrrolzx no way hecause you do not know who
viats to be imprisoned for 6 years for simply “"defending /L. .1 ijd accused you, you don't know what the evidence is, you have no
trials defense attorneys are denied access to anything. You have no recourse at all."” Rasa' "

terrorism”. In the secret : :
access to defendants until the day of their trial, and are@ge

i i i fore being taken
in hoods and driven around in circles he I ‘
: Inside the courtrooms they arc not allowed out of our cells at all. In the morning we would

hehind mirrored giﬂﬂ?:'ﬂl ok, hd“lq' get tea or coffee. Then about 4p.m. we would get either soup
i ] SH A
a L«

" ‘l Alvarez spent a year in prison before being pardoned”. She
says of her imprisonment, “"For the first 4 months, we were)\

»

 put
to the hidden courtrooms.

i as are the judpes wvho sit
ii;lln“nzqfﬂn;ﬁnﬂ and rriﬂﬂtnxﬂminntinns arp_not allowed.f} zr iteu. We could not even ge{ sanitary napkins. We had to ./ f} )
Militnry pronceitors ke chro i8S military judres SUREEEE ..l?the naked outdoors at 6a.m. We had no books, no paper, no! _};%:f
2 h e il . \, P - . - ghts and nothing to do, It was worse than a nightmare.’ "4 b
; TS, T Her husband, Jose spent 4 years in prison. Children are-\( A

'Lﬁ'only allowed to visit 30 minutes every 3 months, with no
;qgﬁphysical contact. "That means I saw my children for two.

»&9 hours a year. Do you know what that does to_a_ family? Do
that does to your mind?
4 |

PR A i *‘
: : £  &%E£p- Miguel |
is the only person ever to be fig
jous maximum security Yanamayo '«
here many MRTA prisoners are held . %4z
At his trial, the judge hid behind a wooden partition drilledbs
with holes, his voice distorted through an electronic speaker
to make it sound robotic. At his side was a “court-appointed
lawyer trembling under his hood, "Nothing he said showed a

knowledge of the law, jt was probably the cook."” he said.
fend himself, but before he had

N

Al KT f ! }‘
J.L.ﬁpe ple jailed on terrorism or treason charges since Fujimnri]ﬂ
D s began his secret trials in 1992, human rights officials have i -

identified 1,504 as probably being innocent, 765 of whom were |\
! eventually found not guilty though most had already spentf
more than 3 years in prison. A peruvian journalist who wvas
imprisoned for 6 months at Lima's maximum security Castrof,
_Castro prison recalls beatings by club-swinging guards whoﬁaf' .
#walked on the backs of naked prisoners forced to lie face-fﬂﬂT ?k

Ruiz Conejo, a journalist,
pardoned from Peru's notor
prison high in the Andes w

THe judge let Ruiz Conejo de ‘ v
finished speaking, they handed him 2 piece of paper with@ . 'down on cold concrete. lle also remembers being fed rats in,..
his sentence written on jt. Trials often last no more than i putrid beans, "whiskers and all" while wrongly imprisoned an
10 minutes. During Ruiz Conejo's transfer to Yanamayo, on terrorism charges. "The conditions were completely-X Q?JU
- inhuman, and they still are now. sNIly [V tﬂ"\?-"-""‘%‘ﬁf“ ;ﬁ Y B
c ‘.‘”"::JI'J;#:;'?'{- ,-\1' '.'-:\I\;_ el -',Ill '"—::‘—- f“’{, Yo .L o '-ﬁ' s " it &
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said to have bombed this
Lima Coca-Cola plant.
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& ‘former Peruvian senator describes MRTA, “dhe .
K2 would go into villages wearing green, singing hymns, E;uJ?g-
% ¥ : s . v, away food, holding up Coca-Cola trucks, and ﬂivlnghC? Egpnn
N e {;ﬁs \ " & k" K ok  kids." MRTA is so popular in some partsr(j)f Pern t ;l‘l Uhens
. ] : risoners s Wy S H O £ ratas woulc
¥ The release of its prisoners is a high priority of MRTA's 17‘  they marched into villages, Rpwnta“pOV:h Fontas Wil Trod
: all puerrillas and political prisoners are routinely 3 S Mout, and the guerrillas would dance wi 13ge vomey
2? .1odbnut for torture and abuse. About 1,000 MRTA members PR ccording to the semator. In a recent SCr et a? ?9“ ig
“ ;;:Lnnw imprisoned, many of whom are now on hunger strike. Ywith police, MRTA members captured were hnﬂrdrigg?rjnﬁ;rp
: | ' » s hunger and misery, no one sur rrs here
most U.S. news coverage, MRTA are not While there is ) i s : : : _ '
:Egggmpizsfgtpgizvﬁ revolutionary scene. The original EyA captured MRTA member said, "We don't engage in terrorist

y .
“They~ _2

"D

-

. ) i i i this country so
: i ho led a rebellion in §'acts. We fight to change the situation 1in . : p o)
Trpdqfﬁg?;nt::: g?mzzga?ezzzzéogp:nish colonization from ' ‘there will no longer be hunger and explo15ntion. : 2229&;2&_ Ei
;dih of South America. When captured, he was drawn and ¢out in defense of MRTA can land you in prison, ye ==

i ther indigenous
vartered in public. 200 years later ano
?ehel]inn took his name in a failed revolt against the
2 — T
Spanish in 1780. ' .

adivperuvian housevife says of the abassador's palace occupation,
#"1 think this is something the people want, vhile the ¥ Y
Jamajority keeps quiet, the Emerritistas (MRTA) are

E;protest for us.”
: Yanamayo prison, ln the
‘-A\ od Andes. The elevation is

3 i

*The Tupac Amaru of the twentieth century is a genuine Robin

»
‘5& :.f‘ : ¢ Z

Hood-1ike movement resorting to physical violence only as a
last resort. MRTA's military successes include the destruction
of two military barracks and four military helicopters used in
counter-insurgency operations. MRTA also has bombed a Coca
Cola bottling plant and the Bank of America, launched a mortar
attack on the U.S. embassy, firehombed Kentucky Fried Chicken
outlets and in a daring prison breakout, dug a 900 foot tunnelj

under a maximum security prison with the help of unemployed WEF=Y
miners and rescued 47 MRTA prisoners of war. The liberatedt"_,, 7 |
guerrillas returned to active duty in MRTA's ranks. ¥ S dhchms 4 RI0F

v o 6l b 2 4 | . : >

. 'lm‘ ‘ ) : fa (R PN R ; s, :
i (Y . 1 e S 152 50
' BRAT ' )l /v
ii; : - : 2 And where is the United States in all this? F“II”“i"RITkTﬁmgf;ﬂﬁﬂ
i ¥ \ I % But wha 2 raid, a team of “"security advisors" was dispatched ‘“16qmﬁbmn..ux.
. . . . i . = : : commant Sraved by Tupec 3
MRTA is ‘best known for by the citizenry is the hijacking ofy g possibly it is suspected 1"51r212¥r251:2cizgiix as well as 1
Mtrucks and the distrobution of goods to peasants. Following from the armed forces who m n1l hostape rescue attempt.,
the ambassador's occupation, Japanese medina stated that MRTA physical support should there he g et
han, "o hape popular Tollowling among the Impoverished hecnuse

kid 3 r recieve 4% ranso { 4 e ted that n 1.5. sapy
b, te 1 fro co i J\ltcmly Peruvian intell |}'.l' nee hna repor 1 i [ >
y 58 - i e 8 own severn \
kidoapnt ¥ 1: 1“. |‘;:'] ;||I]E mﬂ‘ﬂ“llplnq]‘ 323 : Sy = % ! 2 plane Olltfitted with infra red cameras ha ac 1 “ 1
I‘piﬂ } ! i ways pass ed on to the [)(‘}nr_" [

o reconnaisance missions over the JgpancSelcgmpnuziamegggda':\‘.t o
A spokesperson for MRTA says, “"We do things like expropriate g recent visit to Lima by_Vlce-Preslden; 2r3d222t10n oF thjﬁﬁ‘\.a
food from the big supermarket chains and hand it out to the f Fujimori for his economic programs an S. takes great pains 7
people...we strike at Shining Path guerrilla movement. The U.5. ta% %uical& '
more and more \Ito ensure that all of the America's are S istance
cotatoy- g {’~dissent through foreign aid programs and military assd et
: [ The recent presence of U.S. advisors and military ha?f:afgl
@ in Peru is nothing new. A former high-ranking CIA o dc ol
Mas stated that since the 1960's the CIA has majntaﬁne tL
ioperations in Peru providing military equipment SUCp ORI
- Ehc}icop1ors, arms and other combat hardware to ﬂ'“””vﬁr.ﬁ

pil

the army and police who are hecoming CEEEH
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military and police with training provided by the CIA's

Special Operations Division and the Green Berets on loan |
from the U.S. Army. These U.S. backed, trained and I
equipped forces have employed burning villages that

supported guerrillas, napalming the jungle regions, RET PERUVIAN M
satuaration bombing and throwing prisoners out of heli- |
copters. All this to silence Peru's largely indigenous
population who have a long heritage of resistance to 10 see what \\¢

authoritarian regimes built by the ruling class. Under ,. frustratiod

the guise of the "War on Drugs"” Peru like Mexico is y ; .
given the tools neccesary for the Fujimori government dur first stop wi

10 life in pris <

to maintain its counter-insurgency war against poverty-ﬁ“pmﬁmmsv PP i -L. > A ; ~ ‘
striken citizens who only want a people's democracy as : 5 - AT, e R o | . , 'ﬁ%hfﬁif
MRTA proposes where everyone is involved with their ael Castillo, | 1} . e, :

workplace and community and is free to decide their own pegidus—ih|

(igtE Hhé?‘shnﬂldﬁ?pa;?

WE e i wse o
destin are here in the U 7o
\'

% oY 3 ii ’:. . e joub
= - 4 up in the Andes o FORIRNEFTT iy '.d‘llis -ho“ close we aribly means. -
A 3 " 1also be ecﬂsﬂifzar on terrorism® which i:z freedoms thel,
: . - fom 'Qto declaring a of constitutional tishasncc gave us o 2
L Th 'W—T? ~-the suspecs ?12 peclaration of Indepen el regime like ‘M
: N YT [ suthors Ofttue never fall under a bi?taactions remainf§ 1=
; N Xl _ o P ?-kv'?ensUfe tha Not only does Fujimori's ght veryRh iyse—"
wrymerr if' TNy

hey mi 3
= ne in Peru. rnment, but t nce 3
;b © U.S. 8ovel e domestic rebellion © e

* ganctioned by the

M Meanwhile back at the Japanese ambassador's palace, well be the te

éFujimori has offered the MRTA rebels free passage out
of Peru pnasibly to Cuba or the Dominican Republic.
i Nestor Cerpa has adamantly refused stating that had he
ﬁ wanted out of the country MRTA would have simply left.
ﬁ“.HRTﬁ has vowed resistance until the end unless their
brothers and sisters are freed from the hell-holes
A Peru's prisons are. Negotiations towards a peaceful S b ki h 3
Wisettlement have been cut off after Nestor Cerpa accused g ; b S |
M the military of attempting to dig a tunnel under the : .
¥ ahassador's residence to execute an attack from above
and helow ground. -
A

true :
osion of S S

does not 1ié{
vives 1N,
it sur v

for change
Bovernment.
o be free.
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Once again we stand witness to a U.S5. allied country"'
that commits such horrendous human rights violations
that a certain death or life of misery in prison is aj
risk worth taking for the warriors of MRTA. If Peru
happened to be Iraq the U.S. media would be tripping
over themselves to expose the atrocities that a fascist
dictator committed against its people. U.S. military
rintervention would be sanctioned, and U.N. forces would
Aﬂalso be dispatched to instill democracy. But instead we
i have a country that does not recieve condemnation by the
B linited States but commendation for its building of a i V. % : y :
dbridge to the 21st century. Hiding behind the shield of v ! : e VENEZUELA
fighting "terrorism” any government is free to violate : : \ e
every human and civil right of its citizens./M F COLOMBIA
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‘g r Nationmal Liberation (EZLN) rejected a counterproposal frcm the
Mexican goveroment that removed protection of indigenous rights and culture that was included in a

In January 1997 the Zapatista Armmy fo
‘jpeace accord signed by both Mexico and the EZILN in 1996. The government proposal would allow U.S.
|‘corporations like louisiana-Pacific, International Paper and Simpson Paper to create huge timber
! plantations on indigenous and commmal lands. Since the rejection of the govermments counterproposal
; the Mexican military bas escalated its presence around Zapatista commmities and supported the increase
| },in paramilitary groups some of whom bave been trained by Mexican and U.S. forces to terrorize indigenous
_jpeoples. A Low Intensity War is being waged in Chiapas with disappearances, kidoappings, beatings, rape
“Itorture, shootings and firebombings of human rights workers, obsrevers, indigenous peasants and anyone
.|suspected of sympathizing with the EZIN. It is now estimated that five peasants a day are being assasi-
iInated. Pentagon papers confirm that Mexico has recieved U.S., Israeli and Guatamalan military support
and advisors and acknowledges a U.S. military presence in Chiapas as early as 1995. These "advisors”

+ train counterinsurgency commandos and paramilitary groups and it is be_heved_r_be U.S. Army is assisting
.iin bringing Argentinian merceparies into Chiapas. It has even now been confirmed that the U.S: actively

{interfered with commmications amongst the EZLN delegation during peace talks in 1995. Meanwhile, the

flow of U.S. military bardware contimues over the border. White Guards, Throatcutters, Red Masks and
*Peace and Justice are just a few of paramilitary groups supported by the ruling political party, large
\ .landowners and the Mexican and U.S. military. All of whom have begun a violent offensive against the

\/EZIN and civil society in Chiapas with hopes of destroying the peace process and amy political reform
or protection of the indigenous peoples of all Mexico. As a death threat to 28 human rights workers in
Chiapas said, "Now you will see how your govermment really works."
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I Long before Columbus ever stumbled onto the beaches of North America,
millions of indigenous peoples called this continent home. Many of §
these nations had developed regular trade routes across hmdreds an-.i
even thousands of miles, and an aprarian society was maintained by { “p'
imany more. The typical stereotyje of the indigenous North Americarn: A
is as the hunter, and though this is accurate for some indigenous)
nations, many cultures were not pushed towards a greater dn;'.endm.}-)-
. on hunting until the arrival of Furopeans who forced the indigenous
populations away from sustainable a;;r.irtuln't;e and into a more nomadicyy o
: : ne N

exi r:-t_gnc .
=ity
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The first English colonialist to land in vhat is now "New

{e
England" in the 17th Century wasted no time in capitalizing and kY
litor‘allylstr-:lﬁng from the indigenous peoples agricultural bounty . i
) The Pilgrim's who landed at Plymouth Rock record how they raided houses
Y and storerooms of corn and other farmed foods and eventually through - egs
phys_ucal force took over already tilled lands rather than 161‘fo:'rnihg II)I
‘_-t:ed1cn15; task of clearing their own lands for cultivation. It is no ’
fl: 4 secret tl_mt \.'}l}fr:lll indigenous peoples assistance in learning how to
/ crow their i;.:‘u‘_ food, the first Furopean colonizers would have starve

ol cic_a_gh.fé-:: IR 103 '-nb W;ﬁ}‘\;
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We can pive thanks also to indigenous ||;-o;;1-('5 agrarian culture 3
for such foods as corn, potatoes, many strains of beans and rice and a
fhost of other plant foods that we sustain ourselves on today. 1In fact,
more than halt of all modern agriculturally produced crops were derived
W from plants domesticated by indigenous peoples. The historical denial
‘¥ of advanced agricultural methods practiced by indigenous nations is in'
kgegin_g with hn lies that we were not a highly civilized culture.

Tﬁ_ﬂ&ﬁ_‘ _':

B By labeling us as heathens (a term that described the pagans who 1ivedgi
Mon the heath, that is "wastelands" of western Europe) and savages, the
Bearly colonists were able to justify the destruction of our societiesi
e without the concern one might give to the invasion and conquering of an|

already civilized land. Also by denying advanced agricultural practices
historians are able to continue the lie that the many millions of peoplef

[|J_ that inhabited North America could not have existed as indigenous peoplef®

were primarily "hunters and gatherers".
of the last 500 years. ¥ - :

= ngf :“'-_‘.j;}?i‘,?‘z‘.my did 1 AU Wih,

o domesticate most of the food

[/ :methods that created food surpluses that allowed peaceful trade with4r}
many other nations of indigenous peoples. Such facts speak of the l‘:"utI’.
and are proof that North America was a highly populated civilization"“"-
ithat was inhabited by tens of millions more people than is commonly.;’ 1
taught or believed. Once the truth is known, the extent of European,'}i'
Winflicted genocide becomes stapgering to compare, ™ %.&iye &£ rfa 20,
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horticultural practices which provided the basis of our food supply. .=’
B For thousands of years indigenous peoples grew corn, beans and squash,
Mwhich are called in some cultures, the "Three Sisters"” because they were
Fcommonly grown together. It is believed that as many as 500 different”}
varieties of corn were grown in the Americas previous to Furopean con
est. llere in the Southwest, and in many other indigenous cultures

' animals were not domesticated for food production, so no [1.'|.i:'y'_l‘»roducts

existed.. ~ B0 LR T o AL ' e PR
Gl o 8 » (,,.%K ' *::)a {-
4 & i a a Xk \} A Tﬁ

. - #Previous to the Spani-h t:mnquist:;dm's intrusion into the, .
.- Southwest, many indigenous peoples sustained themselves on over 854
plant foods with very little animal protein. The Yaqui Nation primari
e was vegetarian with only occasional animal protein in the form of shel

":y‘fish which were easily harveste! from the sea. Nations that did susta

‘30 themselves on the killing of willlife only did so after days of prayer
< and purification.
“the killing of an animal relation might bring unknown disaster te a,.
(people.
w~gag -any other reason but absolute neccesity for survival.
: vith the animal world was a sacred one, and the death of an animal was
seen as the death of a being on our own spiritual level. B YA
e RO, e o : S i
- »
wl ¥ N
v A :
LS V]

Y
! =iy e ¥ JMuch changed
Y -
when the Spanish arrived. The Spanish were quick to learn of ourfg,
~dependancy on planted crops and began to burn farmlands and foodstores
Y2 .\ 4s a way to create a greater dependancy on their own rule. Nations

Spanish colonization, especially because indigenous r-"l.'\\'-?s immediately
became neccesary to the Spanish for their lsi'l‘m'qzn L_hv tines that
produced the gold and silver neccesary I':):'_ the fﬁj-:fr}]::h }‘l.ngdom l'.‘tl.,‘“
expand its empire throughout the world. For the first time, m'f"f-\ o
indigenous peoples who resisted this slavery and _dt‘?!'l'-l-i .IJ(Jnlw'le-m\.;
{ forced to hunt animals they rarely did before. For many nations, __f
physical violence was also something they had rarely coymitted against

= pl;mt‘s- the western world eats today, but we also developed horticultural s

. ] A o W indigenous people ¥
§in the Southwest, hunting was a supplamentary activity, overshadowed by "™\

The hunting of any animal was never tolerated for sport or for;l“..”'
Char I'm"]-'ltiUl:‘;!tip"rhﬁui‘-‘»%

Miwing outside control of the Spanish Crown were seen ac a threat to..w ...
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s A It was during this time £st the hunter and gatherer societies, *.%
ibegan in the Southwest on a large scale. The introduction of Spanish * °
“horses meant indigenous tribes could expand their range and compete f?r._'
(8 unting lands, and the displacement of indigenous peoples from their_._
= hamelands meant greater conflict with previously peaceful neighbors... .y
laberated with the Spanish in exchange for™y o
time large scale warfa
- ; 1

4 o T v g

"3 The SJpani"sh also were responsible for the introduction attle, sheep §ad
and pigs into North America, therehy permenantly altering such mdiger‘n!mialp‘
cultures such as the Navajo who hegan raising sheep for wool and meat 2} it

i feOther nations were forced into dependence on domestic livestock as their. ..,
LR BN pre-conquest cultures were not possihle during the centuries of armed

*

) “~and subsequently the indigenous diet had radically been altered. .-
-':e and more indigenous peoples were dislocated from their native hmlands,.‘t_&.,“l

e & i hmting near
MR strugple that began in the late 16th century. Commercial &
! areaggpnpulated by Furopeans depleted wildlife populations that in di.r'r-
times provided the sustenance l_ndlp,enous p(:::ple required during crophess
' o e ek v L aE
7 b A . 3] 1

: i o

Byt nations in the southwest werer i

eng.ag-e in a lifestyle dependant on raids of neighboring tribes and ¥ M5

‘#'q‘ ¥ European settlements which provided the foodstores and supplies theye =5

dvere unable to raise and manufacture themselves. By the time nm-Spanish._}_}i,_--"‘ “‘k
Europeans reached the southwest in the 1800's, the face of Native America A Vet

As more,

W a greater dependancy on Buropean trade was created. Periods of peace for :.‘b;:;-‘
/many nations were infrequent enough to prevent the time neccesary to till“ll" <

\-';at"un. ﬂ{&i‘iéenous peoples themselves was waged, so was the war on the’ -M.{

r . - ‘|
the land, plant, harvest and prepare food for storage. ﬂ,_\}f&%&_%%l

“¥indigenous way of life. Military installations were placed in the cent -
b of homelands and all indigenous peoples not under Spanish or American- —
X authority vere often considered hostile. This forced those indigenous’ g %
i people resisting assimilation further away from t_he peaceful pursuit of,
AR their pre-Buropean lifestyles such as self-sustaining agriculture.'-‘l"'?
AT By the time the 20th century rolled around, indigenous peoples found
M hemselves surronded by the rapidly increasing European and Mexican -
}>“#populations. Centuries of warfare eventually came to an e:d as the _lg_stl.,__

.,

s indigenous nations laid down their arms. & AL A

rqai.-u_- -

|- AR o & [ -}(,f.‘—‘{% éqﬂanynntio
o lands foreign to them that were often unsuitable for agriculture, the
Mbest farming lands going to the conquerors. A new way 91’ life began fgr
many who previously had never lived under the Euro-American rule. "“‘;'t_; -
their former lifestlye shattered, indigenous peoples were left with no?;:
v alternative Lut to accept the menger handouts given to them by .U'e u.s. o
| government. Thus began the present-day food commidity program that for **..,
Al the first time introduced indigenous peoples to foods previously foreign . o
At to them. In Mexico, indigenous people were forced to work on large - .
plantations growing cash crops such as coffee, henequen, sugar cane and TR I
=corn that they would never eat themselves. i g— < s ~
g o : e Al ="

(.

I
n”";(":!ﬁ%,,
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A ! Here in Arizona, native
people slowly lost touch with their agrarian heritage as they accepted
livestock for their sustenence and began to create a dietary dependancy
on non-native foods. Gathering of wild foods and cultivation of crops
was abandoned as native people entered the societal workforce where
cash flow allowed them to obtain foods previously unavailahle. Meaty
dairy and processed foods high in sugar and cholesterol not only were
purchased, but also continue to be provided by the U.S. Department of

[}

people raised for thousands of years on wild and genetically unaltered
flplant foods in combination with unpolluted air and water has been
severely affected by this foreign diet. Nutrition related health
defects have been rampant on Indian Reservations. MHigh rates of obesity}
high blood pressure, diabetes and coronary disease are proof that the\
war on indigenous peoples continues on a different front. In the latel
20th century food is a weapon. The United States has long used food
aid as an incentive to break the will of indigenous peop

'Also corporate agri-businesses have destroyed local and
regional food production, ripped apart rural agrarian cultures and
pitted farmer against farmer as they struggle to survive in a world
market dominated by corporations with a monopoly on the world's food
supply. In many parts of North, Central and South America, indigenous
peoples are economically blackmailed into growing corn and grain on lands
that could feed their own families and villages, but who because of their
need to survive in a cash economy must provide the feed to the livestock
industry. X,
All so the "First World" may have their Big Mac's, Whoppers,
and other meat products that cost not only indigenous agrarian culturesy
but also ecologically valuable land and water that could provide healthy :
foods in larger quantities to many poverty striken peoples. But all 13,44,.; L
% ‘mot lost. A resurgence has began amongst indigenous peoples of the .t‘m
o1 .Southwest as we rediscover the wild and agriculturally produced plants v Toh=%
«Ayg foods that not only provided sustenence for thousands of years, but also St
5 cont ibute greatly to lower 15,‘,'&!5 of health ; A
e = T N

-

i v Y ’* o A A0 Y ";‘ -
nce were grown here for hundreds of years and contain more protein
‘.t‘": than soybeans. Other wild plant foods such as Prickly Pear have long|

i AWbeen a food source for native people and it is now known that the fruits
>~ and pads from the cactus are filled with vitamins and minerals and

~ ~soluble fiber which slows the absorption of sugars into the body ther‘eby_.-‘_;. o
“p, contributing to a reduction and even reversal of diabetes which is ‘'~ C = =%

- common among native peoples of the southwest. A native plant-based diet . .~
. ~similar to the one enjoyed by our ancestors also reduces cholesterol),” o
which helps lower our risk of coronary heart disease.f

r

we are able to locate food plants that never dissapeared from the diet
of our relatives who never subscribed to the junk food culture.

wild food plants have been found still surviving in isolated canyons and
valleys where seeds might be harvested for the rebirth of our agrarian|
culture. Here in my desert homeland native foods include watermelon¥
sunflower seeds, corn, beans, squash, chiles many varieties of cactus
pads and their fruit and a host of other wild and domesticated ye
indigenous plant foods just waiting for our rediscovery.

s
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St to the southwest a vegan diet ha

uﬁiﬂ? r?:uﬁ not only a natural diet that provides optimum health
but also one that helps preserve a culture that was almost lost upon
the introduction of commercial foods. Though not always vegan, ouil
M traditional diet can help our children also learn the survival skills
neccesary to live self-sustainably with little or mo dependenzzr:nt'
:U.S. government handouts.JBy growing our own food we also :: 8

a relationship with the earth that we have nea:l_y lost in the wo

-4 IRy ST

On my very first trip at sea and aboard the Sea Shepherd in 1985
we were crossing the North Atlantic from Halifax, Nova Scotia to
the Danish Faroe Islands where we were to interfere with the @
annual pilot whale slaughter there. Along the way, we stopped toplw
refuel in Reykjavik, Iceland. Home of the country's only whalingf¥
‘|fleet, as soon as we docked police patrols wvere set up around our

ship and the whalers. Also divers were sent down daily to check
|the whaling ships for mines we might of placed on their hulls at
inight. All pretty flattering stuff really

v I plants also replaces
us in the cycle of life whe t is easy to see the desert not as a
inhospitable environment, but a world waiting to share with us the
bounty that has sustained human and nonhuman life for generations.
Though T have eaten animal products on rare occasion such as ceremonies
and as a guest in impoverished households where any food is welcomed
I now consider it vital to demonstrate to my fellow people the benefit
of a purely plant-based diet. Noct only for our own health and that of
the environment, but also in the hopes that it is possible now for us
to return to the pre-conquest diet that let us live in non-violent
harmony with the animal world vhich we still know is so sacred.
"\ :

Meanvhile,
% " [vwho had their ship, the Sirius there as well got jealous as their
ivisit had not merited such attention. They joined with the Icela-|%
{nders and called us terrorists for sinking whaling ships, and bunwﬁﬂ* ﬂf
ned our crew from visiting their ship even though journalists on &E&Lﬂﬁ
‘board complained to us that while they were in port, Greenpeace hadj?
vatched passively as the whaling ships went to sea to kill whalests '
and did nothing. As long as Sea Shepherd was in town, the wvhalers: °
refused to go to sea. Captain Paul Watson told them we were on our
vway to the Faroe Islands, but if Iceland refused to abide by the
international moratorium on commercial vhaling which would take

RIAlieffect the following summer, we would be back.
\ One day while in'

port, I walked to the part of the harbor where the whaling ships
vere and watched the police watch me and told myself, "I bet that if
| ve were not here, there would be no police guard on the whulers..."
Besides the cops, there was only one watchman onboard for all four
vhalers. I buried that information in the back of my head where I
keep all my other little schemes to save the earth, and went back to
ajﬂsﬁe Sea Shepherd. -
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e A
majority of our ceremonial foods have always been plant-based, corn
tamales, beans, squash, tortillas, flat enchiladas and chiles and it
is not hard to remove the animal products from our diet without losing
any of its cultural integrity. It is up to my generation to reintroduce
the traditional diet that is not only one nondependent on corporate or;
goverrment commercial foods both plant and animal, but also one that
is available to those not able to afford the privilege of natural food
stores and there sometimes expensive food products. A return to Native
American Vegetarianism will always be a goal parallel to my desire for
tural preservation and protection of our homelands and sovereignty!
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= gFor a catalog of native plant foods and seeds send
’}ht.tve Seeds/SEARCH 2509 N. Campbell Ave., #32
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A year later, and I was onboard the Sea Shepherd
gl again this time in Malmo, Sweden for the International Whaling

Commission (IWC) conference. There the big news was that Iceland
was refusing to cease their whaling operations, despite the uor1§-
wide moratorium to assess whale populations and every other whaling
nation in the world was vatching to see what the member nations sy
would do since the IWC lacked any enforcement body save individual
member nations economic power in the form of sanctions.
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1rst and only non-govermenta
for having done just that. That summer we

Islands to guccessfully interfere with the _ i TR
again. I got beat up, arrested and Jajleds | stmamsi=
first time, and after my release rejoined the
returned to have & running attle with the

the Oliva ! it

A Shepherd would be the f
i D banned from the IWC
@ik returned to the Faroe
B & pilot whale slaughter
W7 by the police for the
M Sea Shepherd where we
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sel at sea shooting tear gas bullets at us . -

tear gas canisters onboard, but we threw every one back -
firehose at the same Faroese. '

o ST
- =3 trying to
T-;-;aand lobbing

~“gi¢ at them and I got to shoot flares and a
23 cop who had beaten and arrested me. Very empowering stuff, but thats —_——
5 another story. Anyhow, in that battle, one brave crew member gshined 77 = -

bright, and that was the young Cornish engineer David Howitt who kept =—
the Sea Shepherd rolling by pushing our engines to the max despite
the engine room being 120 degrees and full of tear gas. Had we lost ==

speed or stopped we not only would have lost the ship, but probably Tz
S ootten our asses kicked big y the Faroese and gone tO jail foro=i= —
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for Bristol, England. e
fred back to Iceland's T
vhalers hadSose "

v but ve did'nt, and sailed
Ll cummer campaign was over, my thoughts shi
whaling industry. News reports stated that Icelandic
filled a self-imposed quota of B0 sei whales, and 40 fin both3SE =]

R endangered species. 1 approached pavid who by now was & 2000 v e 4
friend, and late one night after our watches we sat on piles 7 e B P .
r and shared a smoke. Finally Im

ship's lines in the rope locke
told him my idea of trying to {nfiltrate Iceland with the sole_,'_m
sabotage to et .

purpose of causing maximum economic their whaling o

industry. David agreed that it seemed an appropriate action

against a whaling nation that was flagrantl violating the IWC
L Y. — B

jLon whaling. It was decid

on behalfl of R
1 approached paul and to]ld ] manty
sailed the warm summer sea, we
f we were discussing something as
not something that if there wasg
prison for years. Paul gave uSg
became reality. Looking
I have such great

e would take action

the last great Whale Nations.
him of our plan. As we gently
quietly talked of the plan as i
simple as the tides and currents,
failure could land pavid and I in
his blessing, and with that our mission
back on that day, it is easy 2 understand why
respect and admiration for Paul Watson. Here I was a 20 year-old
kid telling him how myself and a 23 year-old British hunt sabo

B planned to carrcy out a major covert operation against an|
{s1nnd nation that had already been threatened with the very same action.
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=+ clothes and 'tning!‘_ar. undervater !lﬂshlig its, knives and a couple maps.

e
dl remember the purchase.
R e

smuck out of the hostel late at night and snuck to a scrapyard from where we

wi
ndows and portholes dark and imposing resembling the eyesockets of a skull

We were not Green Ber ¥
ets or Navy Seals P ' o
success. He ju : , yet Paul never once
?8\!; SalvEa Vat:to?’q:::r;f‘-l:(,:‘;:;c::en::ded .du;d by not qupsti;z}gpui\rl:en:?‘;';:gqour
n late July David and I si needed to believe ve could b )
gned off the ] e successful .
were off on a t crew of Sea Shepherd
s it s s L gl E-*C:vtt:w;iriizgko;hﬁrs i
enll with me too. Nick 1ght the police alongside me and shared a Far Alon I
e e Cd could not helieve we vere off to do aomethi i
Reyk javik, we m:ldas eeply dissapointed in us. Later before : 28 RO uivL o
h“"““m; o s klw:e:::r:";chlthf 151;_5 Shepherd and confess to N(inc']‘: o?p?nrlill?’ ;n
the Sea Shenherci throu irt him that we were leaving | s
gh the long Tnplish v ng, him alone to care fo
words he ever spoke to g Mmglish winter, Nick was plenaed r
i ] " aed, I the las
believe in..." gt it. must be great doin i s #
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; ' David and I span he whole Summer of Rb

working to raise the money for our misaion. I uniteri :al:len 11118 nlight.cr] "
k p uh in

London's Chelsea distri
< ct during the nights,
Ez:iyd;::nﬁe::: day. David went to soufhe:'n g\gl:éi:%:::dhlmt pees gl
ot gathe].:ed :ﬁ mlagu}dnrgeet to discuss our plans and go w:rpiﬁte?lhops.
il 1igh:§u;bs'.n:hir1‘d2"; \t.rork was complete, we would :mk;ginlcuitch
oF ped ut on our b
Hezrt,;rmpgggztt:: da;tr :rr:lverl vhen ve rode the“:;:rlgz G::ii;:;::ﬂmndmm o
catch our IcelandAir f1 Y,
the airport, I removed a T
. [ o b d 5 we rode to -
i Soor patc om my jacket that read "S :
with a picture of a fin whale. All we car:ied :‘;fht:: :E:lgz; s
] ' cameras,
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for any action would he acquired in Iceland
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in October only the hardcore cur e arriud .
> ists were still around. W
{:1;;: :g}t’:%ogr{i 3::2 o{l t;ur first tasks was to huy a pair of‘ ﬁgitzﬁgieig ::3 incn]
ench from a local hardware store. We wanted
possible between the purg:ase of our tools and the action i: zss:’a:t;;:etmch:s
one of the first nights in the capital city of Rﬁykjwlk -

could

mﬁlin:i?‘;e;}:n fﬁurl]’celandic 175 foot ships that comprised the nations entir

o pnchnthﬂ; ”:n 1;r (wvhaleship) 5,6,7 and B hobbed in the harhor li;'rl .nlnne~

5 il Yl e '[1-,mlr Ridera of the Apocalypse wafting to unleash their o }i,‘
orld. e ships superstructures were pn‘.nteld white with t‘hn'h:‘:dépm
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adventurers and travelers so we socialized with Swedish, German and Irish tourists)
We would frequent the cafe overlooking the harbor where while socializing and @
drinking coffee we could keep an eye on the whaling ships. Then one day at work
there was an immigration sweep and my hoss was forced to fire me. But what really,
worried me was the background check they might run on me. Based on my actions
and arrest in the Faroes 1 had been issued an expulsion order from all Scandanavia
including Iceland, and I had violated that order by not only returning to the X
Faroes but also by fighting off the police as they tried to board our vessel.
I1f the Icelandic authorities discovered I was wanted in the Faroes, not only
would our mission be revealed by the tools and photos in our helongings, but also

Needless o sy, wve were o litt]e intimidated,
to discuss in England, hut vhat vas staring us in the face in the freezing Fall
weather of a Reykjavik night was more than a little daunting. But we knew it
would not he easy, so we hegan a series of latenight ohservations of the harhof.
Within two weeks of surveillence a definate routine began Lo emerge. Every Friday
night, a watehman vould relieve the day watch carrying with him two hottles :.-f
Brenivin, a strong Icelandic vodka, No activity could he seen on three of the
ships, the watchman staying on the fourth ship, the one furthest from the docK..__.

A weekend night emerped as the hest Eig'ht for actjon, ‘_-( i 1
e e e
i ‘L \ ~ f . T d i) \l}.
. !
]

# /i My boss was apologetic and even advanced me
some money from his own wallet. Meanvhile David and I decided that we must either
abort our mission and flee the country immediately, or stay and try to carry out
the action. We chose the latter. We had been in Iceland for almost a month now
and felt familiar with the habits of the watchmen aboard the vhaling ships as ueil
as confident we could also strike the whaling station. We also had visited a small
200 outside of Reykjavik which housed a few native animals including one Orca whale
that had been captured recently and was to be sold to an aquarium. David and I
looked at eachother trying to figure how the hell we could get that whale out of
its tank and into the ocean just a hundred yards away, but here we were forced to
realize the bounds of our limitations. 5till, it was decided that should time allow,
after striking the whaling station and the whaling ships, we would hit the zoo and
release as many native animals as possible.

¥ A ‘\_'.? i .( L. In Reykjavik we saw photos
- frr:n the vhaling station which was 45 miles from town. Tours were of fered forf
the station, so David and I hitch hiked to the desc:latg station and dro;?;)ed of
* near the entrance. As we approached, not a soul was visible. The vhaling season
wvas over, and with it the demand for towrs. David and I hegar] to walk throughout
the premises in broad daylight, gazing through windows at of!’)cgs, machinery and
worksheps and it gquickly hecame evident to both of us that we might he able to
strike the whaling station also. We knew we would have only one shot at the
7 Teelandic whaling industry, and any risk to ourselves did not matter, already we
felt the chances were high we would not get off the island once our sahﬁtap;e was

celand in November was not a country,, _ Sk

that expected nor even remembered the threats of a militant anti-whaling organization. = = »
Just as I had expected in that Summer visit of 1985, without our visible presence,
only one watchman was aboard all four ships. It was the off-season and the crews
were ashore with work on the ships restricted to daylight hours. The week of our
planned attack, the whaling ships were taken into drydock. One by one, they were
pulled out of the water for repairs and cleaning which is a major operation.
David and I had planned on attempting to sink all three ships minus the one that

,» housed the watchman. Now we were forced to sacrifice our third target, Our money

wvas nunning low, and the fear of my discover still haunted us. Maybe we were already
under surveillence ourselves, and the police were vaiting for us to act before they,

) could legitimately arrest us? et

discovered L -h-..l....u‘
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X - _ Already David and I had read up on the Icelandic penal
system and learned that the longest sentence given to any crime was eleven years. (il
»* "+ We also learned that Icelandic prisoners were employed making cement sidewalk blocks.
=i --Frrx{ $ut day on the jokesﬁ&ever stopped of hwrgood we might become at building 3
; alled i d this meant me taking a job as a meat & Icelandic sidewalks. Finally surrendering our fate to the whale spirits, we decided s
m:a:;iznaih:h;gi::gaﬁ;::c::,:Ed‘p;;im;:d m;suhsle meat, The job was easy to SECRCEes to act. We chose the night of November 7th for our attack of vengeance. we said
get as there is virtually no unemployment in_’Icelnnd. ar!cll”u_rlattractivg jobs ‘,&_1-_;:; goodbye to our Buropean friends and told them David and I were going to:..:el.r

%Y o : e Ly ey ' - i .
neatcking f,ng piven to foreiqﬁnff;‘j_'ﬁ:: g—':-%&-r, ,:w_»'—';m.;& 4-. : for_our 1!‘2'&!7 tg_ﬂgl_l‘ little sig tuein’ o 2 b d

: i land vas only &
ext our intelligence gathering revealed that Ice
alloved to export 49% of the whale meat to Japan, the majority would hr;\re totbo:w3
for local consumption. Yet the supermarkets offered very little. Wha ;h:eia : o
no longer a staple of the Icelandic diet. We began the search for the emea 5
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In Idaho, vhere a herd of 200 wild horses competes wi
cattle for grazing lands in the Ovyhee Mountains, over 900 ranchers crowded
public hearings,opposed to a plan to reduce cattle grazing by one-third to
allow room for both horses and cattle. -On public lands across the West,

@ cattle not wild horses are responsible for causing severe soil erosion and
riparian habitat destruction. Yet cattle reign supreme over the land as is

5l also proven by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal Damage Control
program which routinely slaughters any and all native wildlife that preys
upon the unprotected sheep andrgzstle on our public lands.

» ! b i
’ No-w it is up to the rest :l:f nt;l(: ensure pr'r:‘t';rl" )}\L%' 3
e . ‘ sure tection for the remmant wildjyf
s A ihorse herds on public lands. The BLM is not ‘only wasting millions of

e 3 sy !
. S l ‘S_.‘ M‘ P - s I(:zi:nrf ila year I](llhnp: wild horses vhen they are supposed to he protprtins"\‘
& o, 4 e ’ , but are also catering to the demanls o & i v i - 1
Most wild horses are descendants of Spanish Mustangs that the indigenous Vg more responsible than a“y‘."f" P]ﬁe' r'”;_"'l';:P ‘:11’-[.[ ::TH‘“:J“‘;} ‘."1"’:“?]‘-110 are
pengple; ofakmeric:a :}uicsly learned to ride in battle %&ainat the Spﬂish ﬁ-‘” \ ) across the West. The “"Opening of the Kest” as it has }Km{; r’:;]']’-""' ands
. 2 o it : LY 3, . ed, vas {
and other Buropean invaders as early as the 1500's. t like the indigenous J A 'reality the closing of a chapter of true Anrican heritage that Ihl"d:i;:;. ;

peoples themselves, wild horses are now finding themselves forced off their
Mhomelands and slaughtered. Even during the high conflict of the late 1800's
between indigenous peoples and the U.S. Government, wild horses were targeted
for eradication. General George Armstrong Custer was well known for the \ '
slaughter of a tribal band's horses once they had been defeated as he knew ' - ‘.'
wild horses were a vehicle for native sovereignty. i : J‘M“ -
bl % A ’
tureaucrats feeding at the publie trough at our expense, it shines in the

-

\‘\ ‘ In the Nez Perce Country i e :

of what is now Washington State, the day is still remembered when hum:lreda'_an'r : HMULOUR LAt & ik daaising stinired o tion e X amed .
hof Nez Perce ponies were slaughtered by military forces intent on forcing
*the Nez Perce onto reservations. Put the wild horses, and the indigenous
-peoples survive. On the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana tribal > .
members have established an organization called the Blackfeet Buffalo Horse
Coalition which has bemm to replenish the tribe's lost horse herds with

Sponish Mustanga purchased from horae hreeders. A na the horsea return

so does the peoples interest in their horse culture of the past which is

fueling young tribal members interest in their lands and culture.

r
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When I wnd on the run, I lived for a time in the Dakotas where a
of mine maintained a herd of wild horses that were direct descendant s
of the horses that Sitting Bull, the mkpapa Lakota leader, rode in
battle against Custer. Some days I would walk the prairie only to bhel
=, =~suprised by the sound of thundering hooves as over 100 wild horses
came bolting across the range. Snorting and stamping their hooves;
the horses would stare at me incredulously, wondering who this trespass
er was on their lands. Their wildness and untamed spirit emanated from
them like an electric light, these were the animals who belonged on the
range, not the soil destroying and water polluting beef-machines we've
bred cows to be. 2 >~y : B
o ‘ (o Y L
S s But the battles over the wild west are far from over.
On one side we have domestic livestock interests with their powerful
political lobby who would tame the land with the same fervor that their
ancestors exercised against the indigenous human populations, and on
the other side lies the still beating heart of Wild America whose
soldiers remain the wild ones, the horses, wolves, bison, cougars and
jaguars that are struggling to maintain their grasp on America's last
undeveloped natural places which remain ouionly formula for survival
should we ever realize that one must live with the earth rather than
s

. horse epitomiz th its rovming oceapation of the West,
\ S — ...- A "I um.r:umn:"mmm
: nml.] er that we should tight to preserve evidence of the once great !
adi o ‘.‘:[:-th.n: (\n.\r.-: ica was. Rather that, a land ruled by a povernment i
rever willing to sfy the preed of a few by the contis sacrificeld
?}f :'w.u__v wild animal that strupples to remain free, The spirit of freedom
mt our country sa thrives on is oo lonper represented b IV o
Lo 1 WS wl by the overpaid\y p
| n(rptd\_
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Hours later we did just that, David and I gazing out the Indov half]
expecting to see Interpol agents waiting for our arrival. They were not. We collected
our luggage and walked out the airport after making an anonymous call to Sea Shepherd
of fices in the U.K. saying only, "We got the station, and two are on the bottom,.."t
We hitchhiked to Belgium vhere we caught a ferry to England, and then a hus to London.
Getting off the bus now 36 hours after our action, I walked to a news agent and picked!
up & copy of the morning paper. A story on the front page said only, "SABOTUERS SINK
WHALERS photo page six...” flipping to the page I saw one of the most beautiful sights!
in the world. There was Hvalur 5 and 6 resting gently on the hottom of Reykjavik harhori
only their skeletal superstructure peeking ahove the waves. Paul Watson was quoted as
accepting responsibility for the attack which he said was an enforcement action of the:
IWC's moratorium on commercial whaling that Iceland had violated. David and I embraced)
in the streets laughing with the elation ’that‘ c.)n'ly'al realized dream can bring.

The next few weeks were to see Davi into hiding in the Mediterranean not knowing
Sritian's response to his actions while I flew back Stateside to join Paul in a press
conference in Cleveland Amory's office at the Fund for Animals to accept personal '
responsibility for the raid. The confiscated record books would prove that Iceland
had cheated with its own imposed quota, having shipped more than

meat catch to Japan. A special meeting of the Icelandic Congress was held to address
the act of sabotage and the extradition of those responsible called for. Paul could
not agree more and said it would give Sea Shepherd the opportunity to put Iceland on

trial also in the spotlight of international media where their pirate whaling operations!

could be exposed. Iceland never pressed charges against myself or David. Though
the saltwater submersion had destroyed all the

Mvalur 5 snd 6 were finally resurfaced,

enpines, electrical and navigational equipment. To this day neither ship has killed a’
- - T {

sinple whale and the harpoons are silenced in Teeland...for now. ' 7, Cyp s
’ . O g . -
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the maximm 49% whale -

"l fellow Nations of Animals which we share earth with.
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California where I was then living, in nearby Monterey Bay a strmgzoocgr::z:r:a;o
taking place. A huge pod of rare Blue Whales, the largest animals ever to live on
earth, were converging in the Bay where they could he seen breaching out of the water
with their young in the calm waters. All the thanks I was to need came that Summer
when David and I were sailing once again on a Sea Shepherd ship towards the North
Pacific where we would confront Japanese drift netters. On my birthday while
sailing off the Queen Charlotte Islands of British Columbia, I was on the bridgey
once again with Paul when a whale was seen approaching our ship from the Northeast.
As the humpback whale came alongside our ship, we gathered on the aftdeck as it began

repeatedly through its entire body out of the water swinging its angel-like pectoral

* above its bhody before crashing hack into the sea. [ : E
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. As our paths passed, and the
3 e ‘pouring down my face as I then knew beyond any doubt,

that all the Animal Nations are aware of the sacrifices us five-fingered people make

-whale dissappeared tears wer.
1 in our quest to reclaim our bond with all 1ife. The path I crossed with that humpback
g vhale was only one of many I would have in my life as I search for the relationship
" that is quickly slipping from our fingers as we execute unspeakable cruelty to the
b It 13 a relationship that can
only be saved by continued human intervention in the destruction of everything once
~wild and free, intervention that calls upon us to risk our own lives and freedom for
the love of others. But only by doing this can we prove to the Nations of Animals that
we are fit to share the Circle of Life with them once again. Our place is waiting
a1l that is neccesary are the actions to rightfully earn it.
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Getting back to wild horses. In Nevada, Oregon, California, Utah, Idaﬁ'cr, ¥

Wyoming, Colorado, Arizona, New Mexico and Montana just over 40,000 wild’ S

ihorses and burros remain on the range. Besides being sold to slaughter,

wild horses are also commonly sold to rodeos where their untamed wild
spirit is just vhat a cowboy needs to prove his manhood. Helicopters are
the most common tool used to round up wild horses, which are herded into
large traps on the range by cowboys paid about $300 for each horse they
capture. A tame horse is often used to lead the wild horses into the
trap with a helicopter flying just above their heads. Once inside the

i trap, cowboys use electric cattle prods to force the wild horses into

‘ trailers L‘n;re Lheyh:re It‘hen transported to "adcptin_rl centers” like the
one in California that the ALF raided ten years ago. ' '_..0\;

ol it A IR

s it iy -,

A & taggedlfor slaughter m Cavel West y0sssrltifs :
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.. '&* horses and burros are also processed through the Palomino Adoption Center
.y." «.1 in Reno, Nevada where more wild horses roam than any other state. Eveniy
.+ v{ though wild horse populations are at the lowest this decade, about 10,000%
'“ are still rounded up annually. Dut lets give credit where credit's due’x
A\ The U.S. Justice Department in 1996 concluded a four-year inquiry that,
! focused on a former BLM employee, James D. Galloway of Texas who was
, suspected of selling wild horses he was paid to capture for slaughtery¥:
The investigation was dropped citing insufficient evidence, yet nm'}._ﬁ'
internal memo now reveals that the government had proof of over 1,000 k
\ wild horses who were sold to slaughter._.\.l'omr- BLM investigator who lost
| . his job for doing it to well stated that efforts to prosecute Galloway
| were thwarted by BLM officials vho preffered a "don't ask, don't tell"

policy towards the abuse. And so, the slaughter continues.
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On Memorial Day of 1987, the newly formed Western wildlife Cell of thely 35
i i;&nim"\l Liberation Front (ALF) struck an isolated U.S. (pvemr:l Facilityhs's

(Al ‘) that was almost unknown to most environmentalist and amnlml r‘n;hls

.111".- Burean of Land Mmagement Wild lNorse and Burro Moption Cenler is a
1 holding pen for animals recently removed {rom the range who shall never
1 again run free on the wide open plains.
a hundred wild horses back onto the range they had been captured from. In a
press release the ALF argued that the wild horse is the political scapegoat "!-_.
for the cattle industry who are unwilling to share the range with any natwe
* «wildlife that might compete for grazing rights. The ALF furtlwr_satamd that (3
after 400 years in the American West, wild horses had earmed a rn-_l_ﬂ: ful home *:,1 :
on the range where they constitute less than 5% of all grazing animals on s )
ands while domestic livestock occu ied 70% of the range L i
’ LR 3 o S Bl .
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™ The ALF raid, the first of its kind to release wild horses, wen
unnoticed and now ten years later the same scandalous truth the ALF seeked tok

M uncover has come to light. Now the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is beingR
. 44 blamed for allowing its own employees to build a monopoly where wild horses . .
by the thousands have been captured from the wild and slaughtered for human *
 and domestic animal consumption. Since its inception 25 years ago, the U.5 !
§ Governments wild horse program has captured approximately 165,000 wild horsesi' oy
% and burros from public lands. A recent investigation by the Associated Press
revealed that in recent years as many as 90% of all captured horses’were soldig
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Pl adopted” over 600 wild horses and burros. Many more are “adopted” by BIM
employees' wives, girlfriends, friends and family members. Though it isj
illegal for federal employees to use public offices for private gain, Iy

; SR e s onia . o R
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“ Why are wild horses being removed from the range in the first place?” ... "

Cattle. In the American West, the cattle industry with its persona of.-.'"” L)
" the American Cowboy deeply entrenched in Western history, is a sacred®;. '«
cow to politicians and public lands managers throughout the West. No vhe:c

with five federal grand juries for over four years placing me on their "
Wanted" lists until a task force of four different federal agencies couldp
capture me. The crime that does justify their attention? Revealing the{
federal governments abuse and exploitation of native wildlife (like wild

horsea) for |,\1.v.'u-‘- gain. fmﬁmﬂf:f t)w:’ |

S e

F else is native wildlife so much persecuted to sstisfy the insatiabled:

appetite for grazing lands that the cattle industry demands to
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In Idaho, where a herd of 200 vild horses competes wi h
cattle for grazing lands in the Owyhee Mountains, over 900 ranchers crowded
public hearings,opposed to a plan to reduce cattle grazing by one-third to
allow room for both horses and cattle. On public lands across the West \ia

W cattle not wild horses are responsible for causing severe soil erosion and
riparian habitat destruction. Yet cattle reign supreme over the land as is

5 a1s0 proven by the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Animal Damage Control
program which routinely slaughters any and all native wildlife that preys

upon the unprotected sheep and cattle on our public lands. Now it is up to the rest of us or the remmant wild
= . ~ag v

' 1 u
LN : . - __P‘ \ idhorse herds on public lands. The PLM is not "only wasting millions of .
VN N Y 5, 4 = - e, 'dona”‘ a year killing wild horses vhen they are supposed to be protecting?
I . % 4 N, 7 R them, Iut are also catering to the demauds of the eattle industry who are
Most wild horses are descendants of Spanish Mustangs that the indigenous e, more responsible than anyone else for the destruction of razin “land
peoples of America quickly learned to ride in battle against the Spanish 3—-‘_ l across the West. 2 "0y g of the West” as it has be 5 :f”p,d g
and other Puropean invaders as early as the 1500's. But like the indigenous ! ireality the closi 1 “hapter of trae a\n\l';'.ir'lll h:-‘rn-:P: T?" : f“:as»'m ;
peoples themselves, wild horses are now finding themselves forced off their horse epitond : Gaming oeenpnt |:,,, ol .h:.r' AL Hm 4
Wonelands and slaughtered. Even during the high conflict of the late 1800's ' - N TR '

between indigenous peoples and the U.S. Government, wild horses were targeted 4 ; Ha chapter that we should tight to p:'{uu.'v\'u as evidence of the

for eradication. General George Armstrong Custer was well known for the . nation that Ame Rather that, then a land ruled by a government §9
slaughter of a tribal band's horses once they had been defeated as he knew - " forever willing to satisfy the greed of a few by the continual ‘sacrificeld
vild horses were a vehicle for native sovereignty. S P 1 N‘ of every wild ani that strupples to remain free The epirit of freedom

- o . h that our cc mntry thrives on 15 no longer ey ' .

2 UL L mted by the H\'l"]"|hi§li‘“ (G *hd
— ! bureaucrat s feeding at the public trouph at our e i 5 ng i o ke
P Chat 1o Nashﬁ]gton StatiiAte day i : In the Nez Perce Country’ vt ions of animals ad ooy who |1-1|:u to bue b e
£ g y is still remembered when hundreds
.,of Nez Perce ponies were slaughtered by military forces intent on forcing
ithe Nez Perce onto reservations. HRut the wild horses, and the indigenous
-peoples survive. On the Blackfeet Indian Reservation in Montana tribal 2
members have estahlished an organization called the Blackfeet Buffalo Horse
Coalition which has bemm to replenish the tribe's lost horse herds with )
Spanish Mustanpa purchased rom horae hreeders,  And na the horses retum
so does the peoples interest in their horse culture of the past which is
fueling young tribal members interest in their lands and culture. r

When I wad on the run, I lived for a time in the Dakotas where a riend B

of mine maintained a herd of wild horses that were direct descendants

of the horses that Sitting Bull, the Ihmkpapa Lakota leader, rode in

battle against Custer. Some days I would walk the prairie only to hel
~=suprised by the sound of thundering hooves as over 100 wild horses

came bolting across the range. Snorting and stamping their hooves;

the horses would stare at me incredulously, wondering who this Lrespassz

er was on their lands. Their wildness and untamed spirit emanated from

them like an electric light, these were the animals who belonged on the

range, not the soil destroying and water polluting beef-machines we've

bred cows to be. b o
- = ‘ o R N 203

’ But the battles over the wild west are far from over.
On one side we have domestic livestock interests with their powerful
political lobby who would tame the land with the same fervor that their
ancestors exercised against the indigenous human populations, and on
the other side lies the still beating heart of Wild America whose
soldiers remain the wild ones, the horses, wolves, bison, cougars and
jaguars that are struggling to maintain their grasp on America's last
undeveloped natural places which remain ouronly formula for survival
should we ever realize that one must live with the earth rather than
against her. 3
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elhe?’yOu fight for the liberation of humans or animals)
the defense of earth and indigenous cultures, one thing 4 : :, . ;
remains clear, the root cause of many of our oppressors : AL AN
actions is the proliferation of patriarchal values that g Pand what better way to help
M einforce male dominance and control. Stripping power away EXvomen's 'zine "Hag Rag" that allows women in our movement a
.ﬁfom womindand th?dd?niilo?fw;?eaﬁgmi?é?znszlggi; ?i zzéuff lvaluable voice an? fﬁrum éo address issues that are easy for
created a wor u ! us as men to over 0 Bt e "

dz;estic household and workplace as well as in the wilderness . ’ ecologi:aliy»ha?anggd ionf:T;:: strggﬁuggg igtz?geii;itand
land vivisector's laboratory. What is temporarily forgotten | LM omen's defense orien{ated izina I'Ve ever ;een‘ "Hag Rag"
is the power that female entities had in indigenous culturesis | [ & “has an ever-changing editorial collective comprised solel8
the world over, and how they helped crcatellife in bnlnnCQ{; : of women who often are not given printed space to addressY
where women were leaders, healers and warriors and the ’ issues that are important to all of us in the environmenta
Goddess was worshipped alongside the Gods.: 1 - animal and social justice movement's. As a man battling

1% | | with twenty years of institutionalized sexism bestowed on

almost every male child since birth, I was enlightened by,
dthe "Hapg Rag's" coverage of issues women in our movement

have perceived that I might never have been aware of
iwithout its valuable contribution.

¥

. Y\ e ol

In today's society that tries to dominate us, the war ;ﬁ

has been waged against feminine power and women Singﬁi:atjon

first discovered it, is manifested in female object i i

physical violence and continual disempowerment throug -
a society that teaches that women are

X 'simplest norm's of

' .1;1nf2rior to men. Attributes of the feminine such as 1ov§,
. !female nourishment, empathy and underatandanglgrg iien'a
N emotinal weaknesses to be repressed or con rolled,

'?uery woman in struggle against injustice should share
i "Hag Rag"” to discover a unique medium for communication

that doesn't exist elsewhere. And every man could stand
to learn alot by listening to the voices of our sisterss.
that have been silenced for too long. "Hag Rag" also is
chock full of original poetry, artwork, recipes and how-!}:
to's that you won't find anywhere else. There's also alh.
poverful women's perspective on many issues that we are,
all already opposed to, but have yet to understand their®
ngaFer significapce and representation in the patriarchal
..+ ~ gConquest that devours wilderness, women, wildlife, domestic
{*fanimals an

i

values. ",
oy -

o ' & k"
y" Breaking free from the suffocation of male domination, there | J ,‘i
aiises &omen from many cultures who are rediscovering thei@@ rf l

pover of their ancestors and fighting back against centuries] %

of repression. And even among other liberat@on struggles we
are called on to recognize our own contributions to the
oppression of women and incorporate their liberation into

+1

that of the greater struggle. Nidi ®

‘W% A1l of which society see's as entities and avenues

for power that must be controlled in their age-old war to

. “.destroy the source that might save us all. "Hag Rag" is

. . beyond a doubt one of the most valuable and needed printed

e forums in the underground press. Subscribe for your sister,
mother, aunt, friend, wife or lover aEF %
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The sun dips behind the Baboquivari Mountains, tonite is the nev iy
moon, and another day has ended at FCI Tucson. I've spent the)
Ml1act few veeks having a blast putting together SH #2, I couldfS
really get into this ‘zine thing. Its something I enjoy more§
88 than even the best interview I've done for the corporate medie:
S 1\ this issue of SH I hope you find stories that will give youl§
M taste of the world through my eyes, and heart. A world I seefs ;
from the inside looking out, be it from double fences topped [EEE
i vith razor-wire, or from the rich memories that come back to_me Ny
M the longer I'm locked up. T R P )‘(A:. i
0 PR R R I SRR TR ENTF AL i
- o ] (here '8 no Teal theme here, just me
% exploring or pursuing c apters in my short life or issues closey
!':{"gﬁ to my heart. Some that enrage me, and others that give me the¥
hope to survive. Some of you may think its a dichotomy to tell
¥l tales of non-violent action to save animalkind on one page \iSe;
“iwhile on another reporting on indigenous peoples armed struggle.
For myself, there is no contradiction. Armed struggle against(?
;"’lan oppressor who has killed millions of your people since thej
Harrival on this continent is self-defense and nothing more. ;

-

ithat is beyond acceptance is that we in the United States of

America sit passively by as our government sanctions the type

1of totalitarian regimes that force indigenous people into takingt.
up arms in the first place. We allow this. With every vote for
jthe darling senators of the arms industry, and with every dollar}

we contribute to multinational corporations such as the oil
industry. So until we cut the strings of America's puppet]
governments, let me quote Malcolm X when he said, "I amt y
non-violent with people who are non-violent, but I will defend\ _
myself against all others.” I need not wrestle with the question) . .~
-of ever taking up arms personally, the U.S. government has made)
that decision for me already. As a convicted felon I am\
prohibited forever from my constitutional right to bear &

¥

Prison sucks, and so does the stripping of one's liberties!

But prison is only one small blythe in an otherwise beautiful
desert as is any oppresive government in an otherwise beautiful
life. Around me lie the lightly snowcapped Santa Rita Mountains;
the Rincons and Catalinas, and the Baboquivari's to the east
where a jaguar was seen last summer. The real word still exists.
Put for now its 4pm stand up counts, controlled movements and
F-14 fighter jets flying overhead back to Davis Montham Air
Force Base, a constant reminder to me that homeland is an
occupied territo

When 1 was on the run, I remember a dear
brother-friend telling me, "I think you'll be alright, youcr g
survivor." As we discusse n when the law
finally caught up with me.
was bad, or good. Many people see no
darkness we seem to be approaching with
being destroyed, animals marching solemnly
extinction, prisons as a growth industry and death by gunsh
soon to be seen as a wnatural” cause of youth fatalities.

Wllis all about.

’ L:vivor. o matter how bleak the near future may lock.f
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d In the face of repression Strong llearts are gathering to show,

‘ Wiyt Jib 0. }
is hard to look]beyond all that, but to me that's whaE“%ﬂrvival
ts not a battle where we are satisfac 1
: t z .
' a}?proad}ing our visions of utopia, its a struggle uh;r:rslaz »
smply u?ncentrate on enduring the suffering and sacrifice of
gt ggr gfnfration. And its a struggle where pie in the sky victory
I{ nn, as fmpnrtant as vhat we accomplish in the here and now.
i;“n::; :Lg:;ci{;;‘df(i);‘hei}: ttxow we help one another and how we provel %%
» ay e that we are allegian er chi H
and hrg.r animal people. SSENG i9: 4 . tt E&rth s C'I‘tl'ldren !
0 et g 3 Mo L)
15 EEEEIN e
o : ! i.d
: etd. $ 24 i th c
Iltq not about tal A s o r Lo
m;d'ém. :3*: ;a king a good line as much as living a good life
averyday is a victory exemplified i i ion
i{ from the forces of evil tha [ e e e
s at plague our homelands
planet earth. Whether that victory i i o fiins
. ; A ry is shown in i é
» friend in crisis, an elder i 7 i
: E n need, an animal in di 5
" forest on the ‘hépping block : Lo C
; s , victory must be i AY
. life if we are to N oot ;
> » prove to ourselves as well as our o L
, that there is a better way. And there is good reasonPE;elS\:o; £

-
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:ﬁﬁniles in the youth of my village learning their culturpz
ng alcohol and drugs, friends who are plantin i
;gardens to distribute the harvests to people in neeg :pgll'_lg
}:rmx:\.:e young ua;riors_entering jail in protest, on inmegia:n
ger strike in resistance to the murder of Ehe animal uoild

a ; L}
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nd § !
St
Etzkli?r.kcforces that we shall not be vanquished. And weW%
e )] 5 .=Imr1 protection over the pentle souls who cry Eca 5
or help, in the voice of humans, animals e =

l"‘_‘i'I‘!',”- For all of you who are
resistance and thank you for thos
Iy 5

and other natural
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i_..n.: I'm a.na and gone, [ want 1o lcave something. [ want my granddaughter (o be sitting someday talking like L talk about my grandmother.
”.Ea_u..ﬁ“rmm”ﬂn of legacy I want ta lcave. | want my great-granddaughters, great-grandsons, 0o, to say, “My great grandma was a fighter. She did this
hat to protect the land, 10 proteet thie culture, to protect the language, to maintain what we have left.”
" —Mudonna Thunder Hawk, Lakota
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